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Still Battling Strong
TV Host Montel Williams
isn ’t about to let MS get
in his way

Partnering Up For
Education
In
Midtown
The SPC Midtown Campus celebrates its graduates

Academy
Prep’s
talentedten
see pg. 6

Sheryl Williams of PSS/SPHA (far left) and instructor Alma Kicklighter (far right) pose with the new grads
photo by Rassi

Montel Williams
by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger
Assistant
Editor
With all the talk shows
that regularly overwhelm
the television, host Montel
Williams stands apart from
his competitors. Known for
his compassionate, yet
straightforward approach,
Williams has tackled trou
bling topics such as teen
pregnancy and spousal
abuse. J*ust as-purposedriven in everyday life as'
he comes across on his
self-titled talk show, Wil
liams doesn’t hold back
when it comes to battling
his own personal chal
lenges. Williams’ inner
resolve is particularly test
ed when it comes to his
battles with multiple scle
rosis, or MS, an often crip
pling condition that attacks
the brain’s central nervous
system.
A New ■ York Times
best-selling author with his '
previous book, "Mountain,
Get Out of My Way!"
Williams offers his latest
entry, "Climbing Higher,"
as an inspirational message
in dealing with MS. In the

book’s prologue, he writes,
"Before, I wanted to move
mountains. Now, I’d like to
stand at the top of a moun
tain and look around.
That’s what this is about: to
stop, take a look, get some
perspective."
"Climbing Higher,"
offers a surprisingly candid
glimpse into his life as he
came to terms with the dis
ease -- it’s effect on his
marriage and children5 his.
friendships, his self-es
teem. It’s a book that de7
tails his suicide attempts
and depression at the hands
of MS, his frustrations with
the disease’s impact on his
sexual abilities, and his
search for a working treat
ment tailored to his needs,
including traditional pre
scription drug treatment, as
well as holistic medicine
and an advocacy of medic
inal marijuana use.
During a recent inter
view with The Weekly
Challenger, the Emmy
award-winning host admit
ted: "[Talking about hav
ing MS] has not necessari-

Williams
continued on pg. 11
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by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger
Assistant
Editor
ST. PETERSBURG "This is a historic event!"
read the invitations, and it
certainly
was.
Last
Wednesday evening, the St.
Petersburg College (SPC)
Midtown Campus celebrat
ed its first graduating class
of nursing assistant home
health aides, a ceremony in
which State Rep. Frank
Peterman served as the
keynote speaker. Eighteen
students proudly walked
down the aisle that night,
emotions running high in

anticipation. There was an
overwhelming sense of
accotnplishment on every
one’s faces, including the
family and friends who had
gathered.
The campus, located at
1048 22nd St. S„ is still rel
atively new, having only
opened in August 2003.
Thanks to sponsoring or
ganizations
such
as
Pinellas Technical Educa
tion Centers (PTEC), Part
ners in Self-Sufficiency
(PSS), the St. Petersburg
Housing
Authority ’ s
(SPHA) Hope VI program,
and the Pinellas Opportu-

nity Council, the students
had the chance to complete
their training, earning the
right to advance for certifi
cation. Representing those
organizations were Sheryl
Williams, director of pro
grams for PSS/SPHA;
Dorothy Bailey, Site Ad
ministrator for P-TEC; and
Evelyn Gardner, the P-TEC
nursing department chair
person.
The students, most of
whom were single-moms
and single parents assisted
through the PSS program,
devoted over 235 hours
towards the curriculum.

Courses included CPR and
first aid, as well as anato
my and physiology, with
Bay Pointe Nursing Pa
villion providing on-site
training. During the term,
PSS was able to offer oncampus daycare for their
parents.
"The program that was
most wanted and needed in
Midtown was [this one]"
stated SPC Provost Dr.
Charles Roberts during the
grduation ceremony. Al
though it wasn’t part of the

Midtown
continued on pg. 5

It Only Took 75 Minutes

Officer James Knight
by Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Fifty-five seconds.
That is how long the
encounter between Police
Officer James Knight and
TyRon Lewis lasted before
the 18-year-old motorist
was shot three times during
a routine traffic stop in
1996.
Seventy-five minutes.
That’s how long it took
for a six-member jury to
deliberate last week after a
four-day trial ended and
Knight was cleared of the
wrongful death of Lewis.
"There will be some peo
ple in our community who
will be upset with the out
come of the verdict. That is
understandable,” declared
Mayor Rick Baker.
During the trial, Knight
justified the deadly en
counter by stating Lewis
repeatedly /hit him with his
car after he warned him to
stop.
The incident sparked two
days of rioting as news of

the shooting at the comer
of 18th Ave. and 16th St. S.
spread through the Midtown neighborhood.
Attorney’s for Lewis’
family - who were seeking
$1.6 million - characterized
Knight as an inexperienced
cop who escalated the situ
ation by standing in front
of Lewis’ car - a move that
not only violated police
policy but attributed to
Lewis’ death.
On the third day of the
trial, a protest by the
International Democratic
People’s Uhuru Movement
turned violent as people
looted and vandalized
stores. Twenty people were
arrested - including three
young men for attempted
murder on a police officer.
Despite the Uhuru’s
threats of further violence,
the jury - which consisted
of five whites and one
black - sided with Knight,
who also was cleared in
1997 of criminal wrongdo
ing in Lewis’ death by the
Justice Department.

TyRon Lewis
After the verdict, city
officials and black and
white leaders called for
calm in south St. Peters
burg,
"Midtown is made up of
good people... who want to
raise their families in
peace. They want to seek
their part in the American
Dream. We will continue to
make sure their dreams
become a reality,” said
County Commissioner Ken
Welch.
Baker and Welch point
ed to the progress that has
been made in the Midtown
area, which received an
influx of federal dollars
after the 1996 riots. For
example, a $1 million gro
cery store will cater to resi
dents - many of whom
don’t have transportation
and must rely on mom and
pop stores that charge
twice as much for their
items.
In an attempt to promote
racial healing, the NAACP
will address community
concerns of police brutality

during a luncheon at noon
on May 21 at Mt. Zion
Progressive
Baptist
Church.
Despite the outcome of
the Lewis trial - and the
recent fatal shooting of 17year-old Marquell McCul
lough by Pinellas County
deputies - the streets have
remained relatively calm.
It is unclear whether
Lewis’ family will appeal
the case. However, one
thing is certain - the names
will change, but the testi
monials will remain rela
tively the same as the
McCullough family pre
pares to make their case
against deputies who shot
the unarmed teen’s car 14
times.
Once again, another
grieving mother will take
to the stand and like Lewis’
mom, will pray for some
thing more valuable than
any amount of money a
jury could award.
"I just want TyRon
back,” Pamela Lewis said.

Are ‘wedding bells in the
air? If so, contact The
Weekly Challenger! We'd
love to publish your pho
tos and announcements!
=d

Blacks, Whites Still
Separate 50 Years
After Brown Buling
by Pamela Hamilton
SUMMERTON, S.C.
(AP) - Fifty years after the
seeds that led to school
desegregation were sown
in the soil of this small
South Carolina town, the
promise in some ways has
still not been reaped.
Most black students go
to one of three public
schools and most white
students attend a private
school in the mostly black
district.
“We have some small
pockets that are trying to
make an effort to come
together, but the vast
majority on both sides,
black and white, are still
pretty much accepting the
separation as a fact of life,"
said Scotts Branch High
School principal Kenneth
Mance, who has worked in
the district for 14 years.
Clarendon Hall, a
Christian school, was
founded in 1965, one of
many private schools that
popped up in the South fol
lowing Brown v. Board.
The percentage of chil
dren in private schools in
the South increased from 5
percent in 1960 to 9 per
cent in 2000, as private
school enrollment declined
in other parts of the coun
try, said Charles Clotfelter,
a Duke University profes
sor who has written a book
about desegregation.
In South Carolina,
there were only 16 private
schools when the Brown
decision came down, U.S.
Sen. Ernest “Fritz" Hollings said in a speech last
Thursday at the Capitol.
Today, there are 372.
’’What has happened is not
integrated public educa
tion," he said.
Private schools were

one of the “ways in which
whites have been able to
blunt some of the impact of
school desegregation," said
Clotfelter, a professor of
public policy, economics
and law.
In the cities, parents
looking to avoid integra
tion moved to the suburbs,
he said. But in the rural
South, white parents had
few places to turn.
Southern states also
have larger black popula
tions. In his look at several
counties in Mississippi,
Alabama, Georgia and
South Carolina, Clotfelter
found that when the black
population is more than 50
percent, enrollment in pri
vate schools tends to
increase rapidly. “In some
counties, virtually all the
whites left public schools,"
he said.
In Clarendon 1 School
District, about a third of
residents are white, accord
ing to the South Carolina
Council of Governments;
but just 5 percent of public
school students are white.
Less than 10 percent of
students at Clarendon Hall
are ethnic minorities, The
Charlotte (N.C.) Observer
has reported, however
school officials last week
refused to confirm the
racial makeup of the stu
dent body. Current head
master Michael Connors
declined several requests
for an interview.
Former Headmaster
Joe Elliott admitted Clar
endon Hall’s first black stu
dents in 2000. Elliott is the
grandson of R.W. Elliott,
the school board chairman
named as a defendant in

Brown Ruling
continued on pg. 9
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The Weekly Challenger Newspaper
We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.
A knowledge of history brings a feeling of
fellowship that runs
through the ages - be it a

territory, a village, a dis
trict, or a nation. To live
without history is likened
to living without a form

of memory. To be with no real foundation, and lenger is committed to both the young and old
out history is to live very little meaning for featuring articles of all generations:
ethnic culture for the
without roots or a past, the future.
with the present having
The Weekly Chal- reading enjoyment of

On The Birthday of Malcolm X, May 19
bv Yemi Toure
Dear Brother Malcolm,
Though your body was
taken away from us years
ago, we want you to know
that your spirit lives among
us still.
Through our dignity

and our pride in our history
and our culture, you live.
Through our marches
and demonstrations and
sacrifices for our people's
struggles anywhere and
everywhere in the world,
you live.

Through our dedica
tion to our children, and
our commitment to give
them the best, you live.
Through those among
us who refuse to be beaten
down, and who are willing
to pay die ultimate price for

our manhood and woman
hood and peoplehood, you
live.
Through our schools
and our centers and our
holidays and our children
named after you, you live.
Through our desire to

live life guided by the high
est principles, as you did,
you live.
And through our com
mitment to have our free
dom and dignity, fully and
completely by paying any
price, you live.

We declare, brother, to
our friends and to our foes,
that every shut eye ain't
sleep, every good-bye ain't
gone.
Brother,
you
live
among us still.
(c) 1985 Yemi Toure

The March to Save Women’s Lives: Why We
Marched--------- ------------------------------------—-------bv LaWanda L, Walker and
Gwendolyn D. Reese
On Sunday April 25th,
an event of historical pro
portions occurred. Over
1.15 million women, men,
students and children con
verged on the national mall
in Washington D.C. to be a
part of the "March to Save
Women’s Lives" and to
Stand Up for Choice and I
was there marching side by
side with my hometown
sister friend, Gwen. In all
our glory as strong Black
women, we marched, right
smack in the middle of the
largest and most diverse
crowd of people either of

Local residents Gwendolyn Reese and LaWanda
Walker at the march
us had ever experienced.
Among the marchers were
many Black mothers,
grandmothers, sisters and
students from colleges and
universities across the

country, and to our wonder
ful surprise, we saw some
brothers (more than 30% of
the marchers were men)
marching proudly in sup
port of women making

their own decisions about
their bodies.
Why did we march?
We marched because we
are pro-choice and we
wanted our voices to be
heard. We marched be
cause we believe Black
women must be in the fight
for reproductive freedom
and justice. We marched to
help shift the choice-only
rhetoric of the movement
to be more inclusive and to
ensure there is no genocide.
We marched in support of
all the young sisters who
carried their babies to term
knowing that it was their
choice. We marched for all

our sisters, recent and past,
who for various reasons
made a different choice.
We marched for all the sis
ters who acted out of fear
and desperation because
they were not empowered
enough due to oppression
and reproductive health
disparities. We marched for
all the women and men
who don’t understand that
family planning can save
their lives and the lives of
their children and family.
We marched for compre
hensive sexuality education
because we know that in
order to truly empower
people you have to give

part of the larger pattern of
abuse and torture at the
hands of U.S. soldiers, U.S.
trained soldiers, independ
ent contractors and intelli
gence agents around the
world, particularly in Latin
America and that, indeed,
is what we have taught for
decades to more than
60,000 Latin American sol
diers at the U.S. Army- run
School of the Americas,
now re-named the Western
Hemisphere Institute for
Security Cooperation. In
deed, according to the
Washington Post, the train
ing manual used at the
School of the Americas, as
released by the Pentagon
1996 shows that the U.S.
Army promoted torture,
abuse, executions, black
mail and other forms of
extortion and showed these
Latin American military
officers how to circumvent
international law.
If President Bush, our
commander-in-chief, is se
rious about holding those

accountable for these abus
es and for this flagrant vio
lation of international law,
then he cannot yet declare
in front of the eyes of the
world that his Secretary of
Defense is doing a "superb
job."
Then Secretary
Rumsfeld can not yet tell
the Congress that these are
a few aberrant guards and
be satisfied with the courtmartials of the seven low
est-ranking soldiers. Then
the generals in the military
can not apply the "don’t
ask, don’t tell" principle to
what is going on in the mil
itary prisons in Iraq.
If President Bush is
serious about showing Iraq
and the world that this is
not the American way, then
he must change his own
rhetoric concerning the rule
of international law. He
must become aware that
the words he uses and the
actions he takes concerning
international law do matter
and do set a tone which fil
ters down to every soldier

them all the information.
We came back from the
march inspired, invigorat
ed, encouraged and eager
to continue our personal
efforts to advocate for bet
ter reproductive health and
wellness and to educate
and empower our family,
friends and community.
LaWanda is Director of
Diversity for Planned Parent
hood of Southwest and
Central Florida, lawanda.
walker@ppfa.org.
Gwendolyn is President
and CEO ofInfinite Solutions,
A Professional Development
Services Consulting business
based in St. Petersburg,
gwendolynreese @ tampabay. r
r.com.

Does the Evil End?
bv Bemice Powell Jackson
I thought I had seen it
all when the early pictures
from the Abu Ghraib prison
were shown. Then came
the picture of the woman
soldier holding a naked
man on a leash. Then came
the revelations from Secre
tary Donald Rumsfeld that
there are others, including,
we are told, pictures of a
male soldier having sex
with an Iraqi woman pris
oner and other pornograph
ic pictures of American sol
diers. The feelings of re
vulsion returned.
I know that the vast
majority of American sol
diers abhor these pictures
and these revelations just
as most Americans do. I
know that many acts of
kindness and good will
have been done by Amer
ican soldiers in Iraq. But I
also know these are not just
a few isolated acts by a
"few bad apples." I know
that unless the soldiers who
took the pictures felt com-

fortable, they would not
have taken those horrible
trophy pictures and they
would never have shared
them with others.
As the reports of the
International Red Cross
have come out, it is clear
that American military
leadership had been warn
ed by the international hu
man rights organization
that there was systemic
abuse and torture of Iraqi
prisoners, not just in the
Abu Ghraib prison and that
the majority of prisoners
being held in Iraqi prisons
by American military had
been arrested by mistake
and probably were not
guilty of any crimes. As it
has come out that Am
bassador Paul Bremer was
aware of some of what was
going on and made similar
warnings to the military
and as it has come out that
a similar report by General
Antonio Taguba also raised
the concern that there was
systemic pattern of torture

and abuse, it is clear that
both the occupation civil
ian and military leadership
in Iraq must take some
responsibility for what hap
pened there.
Yet, Secretary Rums
feld testified he had not
read the Army report and a
high ranking general claim
ed that the report was mak
ing its way up the chain of
command and that he, too,
had not yet read it. My
questions. for both men
would be: exactly when
would these reports have
reached the military and
civilian
commanders?
When were you going to
brief the U.S. Congress on
these abuses? Without the
release of the pictures by
60 Minutes and the New
Yorker magazine, exacdy
when were you going to
tell the American people
about these abuses done in
our name?
Then, I was reminded
that these acts of terror and
abuse of prisoners are only

and every American. He
must say unequivocally to
Americans that what hap
pens under the jurisdiction
of the American military is
not the same as what hap
pens at the hands of Iraqi
mobs. He must say to
Secretary Rumsfeld that he
is holding him and every
one under him accountable
for what has happened.
(Note: You can share
your concerns about the
military abuses and torture
with President Bush by emailing him at president@whitehouse.gov).
Bemice Powell Jackson
is the executive minister of the
Justice and Witness Ministries
of the United Church of Christ
and serves as one of the five
officers of the denomination.
She has been an activist on
behalf of civil rights, women's
rights and human rights
issues around the world for
more than a quarter of a cen
tury.

The Benefit of Brown: Providing Opportunity
for Those Who Want It
by David Almasi
A New Visions
Commentary
At a recent press con
ference in the U.S. Capitol,
black political activist My
chal Massie noted: "I stand
here cognizant of the fact
that, not many years ago,
my mother could have
hoped only to scrub the
floors here. But, today, I
stand here addressing the
nation. I am aware than my
son can one day stand here
and address the world."
Massie was a year old
when the U.S. Supreme
Court integrated public
schools through its deci
sion in Brown v. Board of
Education. His mother, a
single parent, was a maid.
Because of the opportuni
ties provided by Brown 50
years ago this May, Mychal
received a quality educa
tion and started his own
business. His son will rep
resent the United States at
the Olympics this summer

and is expected to bring
home medals in cycling.
The Brown ruling did
n't guarantee Mychal the
life he's enjoyed. His moth
er warned him: "Mychal,
the world's your oyster; it's
up to you to figure out how
to open the shell."
By tearing down racial
barriers to education,
Brown let all children take
advantage of the best in
American learning. Once
they applied themselves,
black children could com
pete fairly in the job mar
ket. With added skills and
wealth, the remaining ra
cial barriers soon fell.
There was an immedi
ate improvement in black
education. In 1960, the per
centage of blacks with a
high school diploma or
more was just 20.1 percent.
Those with at least college
degree was only 3.1 per
cent. Both figures were less
than half of the proportion
of their white counterparts.

By 2000, 78.5 percent of four times as likely to be
blacks had a high school living in poverty than those
education or better, and with at least a college
16.5 percent had at least a degree.
college degree. White num
No one ever said
bers rose to 84.5 percent Brown eradicated racism.
and 26.1 percent, respec Petty jealousy and muddled
tively.
thinking will forever fuel
In 1990, black college racism, and those with ra
graduates had an unem cist intent will sometimes
ployment rate of only 1.9 achieve positions of power.
percent.
The Brown precedent, aIncomes naturally rose. long with civil rights laws
In 1959, a two-adult black and enforcement agencies,
family earned just 57 per protect Americans from the
cent as much as their white tyranny of these individu
counteiparts. By 1990, this als.
figure rose to 84 percent.
But what about the
Since Brown, black family "soft bigotry of low expec
incomes have risen three tations?"
times faster than the na
After an early surge in
tion's families as a whole.
standardized test scores of
Poverty rates have fall black 17-year-olds, scores
en. In 1959, 61 percent of are now dropping in sub
black children in stable jects like math, reading and
families lived in.poverty. writing. There is no similar
By 1995, it was only 13 drop among these students'
percent. A correlation ex white counterparts.
ists between poverty and
Massie, a member of
education. Blacks without the black conservative net
a high school degree are work Project 21, blames

"parental failure, the inclu
sion of negative cultural
ideologies to the exclusion
of sound biblical truths, the
lack of discipline and the
unwavering acceptance of
failure as being the fault of
someone else." He adds:
"Today's educational sys
tem is much like today's
political system. It is about
self-preservation. The more
failures they can point to,
the more money they can
ask for to fix said prob
lems."
Massie worries about
the disincentive of "getting
good grades [and] being
like 'whitey."' Massie's
concerns are echoed by
Mike Green, another Pro
ject 21 member. Green la
ments: "Our ancestors died
in slavery, dreaming of the
day when their descendents
would be able to read, write
and compete in this country
on a level with the best of
white children. That day
has come, and far too many

squander those opportuni
ties."
Brown opened the
schoolhouse doors for Otis
Brown's daughters in 1954.
Mychal Massie, Mike
Green and countless others
all received a quality edu
cation as a result of Brown
and subsequently enjoy
their own personal and pro
fessional successes. They
also benefit from a motiva
tion to succeed.
Black America has
benefited greatly from the
legacy of the Brown deseg
regation decision, but it's, a
steppingstone on a long
journey. It opened doors
surging with takers, but the
tide shows signs of waning.
Turning around this disap
pointing trend is not some
thing that can be achieved
in a courtroom. It can only
come from inside.
David Almasi is the direc
tor of the African-American
leadership network Project
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
Administrative Hearing Judge Rules
on Sarasota 2050------------------------------Administrative Law
Judge Donald Alexander
cleared the way for Sara
sota County to implement
Sarasota 2050, an amend
ment to the county com
prehensive plan. In his rul
ing, Judge Alexander
found that the county acted
within its citizens’ best
interest in shaping Sarasota
2050.
Sarasota 2050, adopted
by the county commission
in July 2002, was chal
lenged under a state provi
sion allowing citizens to
challenge proposed com
prehensive plan amend
ments. The county has
been preparing zoning and
land development regula
tions to reflect the policies
adopted in the Sarasota
2050 comprehensive plan
amendment for several
types of development: Ag
ricultural Reserve, Con
servation
Subdivisions,
Economic Development
and Village/Hamlet/Settlement.
"The
community’s
long-range vision for Sara
sota County has been up
held," said Sarasota Coun
ty Commission Chair Jon

Thaxton. "We now look
forward to reconciling our
outstanding differences
and building partnerships
with those who share and
want to build on that
vision."
Sarasota 2050 is a 50year,
incentive-based,
land-use plan to manage
and shape future growth in
Sarasota County. Sarasota
2050’s primary goals are
preserving the county’s
natural, cultural and physi
cal resources and making
all neighborhoods, both
old and new, more livable.
Incentive-based and volun
tary, not regulation-driven,
this addition to the coun
ty’s comprehensive plan
grants density bonuses (in
creased number of dwell
ing units allowed) to landowners who preserve open
space, agriculture and en
vironmentally sensitive
land and who build new,
compact, mixed use, walkable developments in ap
propriate areas.
"Sarasota County 2050
is a build-out plan for the
county that, limits growth
in ways we’ve never been
able to do before," said Jim

Ley, county administrator.
"It’s a balanced view of
Sarasota County that plots
our future by recognizing
the reality that people will
continue to come here, yet
it enables us to balance
pressures on environmen
tal lands and cap develop
ment."
The Board of County
Commissioners will hold
Sarasota 2050 public hear
ings June 10 at the Sara
sota County Administra
tion Center and June 21 at
Venice City Hall. The
board meets on June 29 at
the Sarasota County Ad
ministration Center to be
gin deliberation on the
plan. Sarasota 2050 is
scheduled for final deliber
ations July 12.
The Florida Depart
ment of Community Af

fairs already had found the
plan in compliance. Sara
sota County also was awarded a 2003 charter award for Sarasota 2050 by
the Congress for New Ur
banism, a San Franciscobased non-profit organiza
tion.
Tallahassee Admini
strative Law Judge Donald
Alexander’s 63-page rul
ing and additional informa
tion about Sarasota 2050
are available on the county
Web site: www.scgov.net,
under "Top Topics." Click
"Sarasota 2050" to find the
ruling, a plan draft and a
complete implementation
schedule.

16 HOUR HAIR
BRAIDING COURSE
Certified By The State of FIorida

We Have The
Best Price in the
State Of Florida

$27500

Flexible Hours Available • 6 Elays A Week

)irifed
God's Anoirf
i P|ace

11612 N Nebraska Ave. Tampa, FL
Toll Free

1-877-632-1957

Library Construction Affects
Cooperative Extension
Outreach Services---------------—
Construction projects
at Englewood and North
Port libraries have necessi
tated the temporary reloca
tion and rescheduling of
Sarasota County Coopera
tive Extension Service
weekly outreach services
to other county libraries.
Services affected in
clude free materials on car
ing for fruit trees, lowmaintenance landscaping,
lawn maintenance and in
stallation and ant and ter
mite identification and
control. In addition, for a
nominal fee, soil and irri-

gation water samples are
accepted and taken to
Sarasota to be tested for
pH and salt content.
Dates,
times
and
places of these rescheduled
services are Tuesdays 34:30 p.m. until September
at the North Port Library
Conference Room, 13800
S. Tamiami Trail, North
Port, and Thursdays, 1:303:30 p.m (no service June
17-July 29) at the Frances
T. Bourne Jacaranda Libra
ry Conference Room, 4143
Woodmere Blvd., Venice.
The service is unaf-

fected on Tuesdays from
9:30 a.m.-noon at the Elsie
Quirk Library second floor
meeting room, 100 Dear
born Blvd., Englewood,
and on Thursdays from
9:30 a.m.-noon at the Ven
ice Library Study Room A
at 300 S. Nokomis Ave. in
Venice.
More information about these services is
available from the Coop
erative Extension Service
in Sarasota at (941) 8619800.

Sunday
Basketball
Clinic
Offered in
North Port
Sarasota County Parks
and Recreation offers a
basketball clinic at the
George Mullen Activity
Center in North Port. The
clinic, is ongoing on
Sundays from 2-3:30 p.m.,
the cost is $1 per partici
pant, for ages 8 and up to
leam the fundamentals of
basketball. The center is at
4956 City Center Blvd. in
North Port and is located
off Sumter Blvd behind
the fire department.

County Begins Work on
Waterline Extension in South Venice
Sarasota County Util
ities began construction
Monday, May 17, on a
waterline extension to pro
vide safe drinking water to
homes in the South Venice
area of Virginia and Datura
roads, where nine wells
tested positive for exces
sive amounts of vinyl chlo
ride, a carcinogenic sub
stance. Residents can ex
pect temporary lane clo
sures on Seminole Drive

and Datura Road during
construction, which is ex
pected to last through June.
The streets will remain
open to emergency vehi
cles and local traffic.
Recent routine testing
by Health Department offi
cials revealed unsafe amounts of vinyl Chloride in
nine wells servicing 10
South Venice homes.
County Utilities then in
stalled a central waterline

temporary tap to provide
safe drinking water to the
affected residents.
County health officials
continue to conduct water
sampling in the area.
Waterline connection fees
for affected homeowners
are provided under the
Water Supply Restoration
Program of the Florida
Department of Environ
mental Protection (FDEP).
The, county
expects

$127,000 in assistance
from the FDEP.
Area
homeowners who do not
qualify for the Water
Supply Restoration Pro
gram may also connect to
central waterlines for a fee.
For information on how to
connect to the waterline,
call Utilities Customer
Service at (941) 861-6799.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Ebony Scholars Luncheon
Scholars Program for the
past year. The luncheon
honors high school seniors
who have participated in
Ebony Scholars and have
GPAs of 3.3 or higher.
For more information
about the Ebony Scholars,
call (727) 327-2027.

St. Pete Welcomes

B & B Major Appliance Repair
We repair all brands of kitchen and laundry
appliances, including water heaters.
• Factory Trained Technicians
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

Phone: (727) 821-7851

neaker World
All Children’s
UP TO SIZE 3
All Men’s
Women’s

Front L-R: Sarah Gavins, Alphia Morin, Charmaine Lamar, Joylyna Grier, Shereka McCullough, Erika Williams, Chanelle Hunter,
Kayia King; Back L-R: Christine Guerrier, Nicole Lamar, Ramon Henderson, David Brown, Anthony Dudley
photos by Rassi

The Ebony Scholars
hosted their 13th annual
Ebony Scholars Scholar-

graduate of FAMU’s Professional MBA program,
as well as a graduate of the

All Children’s
SIZES 4 - 7

Ladies’ Designer Handbags

$Q99
AND>$12"

TAMPA BAY BLACK BUSINESS
INVESTMENT CORPORATION, INC.
Need a Loan for Your African-American Business?
What is the Tampa Bay Black Business
Investment Corporation (BBIC)?

Bristie Stephens and Jason Conage-Pough served as
junior ushers.

Vyrle Davis is the
Chairman of the Ebony
Scholars Committee.

Yarbrah Peeples was the
keynote speaker.

ship Luncheon on May 15
at the Columbia Restau
rant. The keynote speaker
was Yarbrah Peeples, a

Ebony Scholars Program.
The Ebony Scholars
Luncheon is the culminat
ing event of the Ebony

It is a non-profit corporation estab
lished to assist the development and
growth of African-American owned
businesses in Hillsborough and
Pinellas Counties. The goal of the
BBIC is to help African -American
owned businesses obtain needed capi
tal. The BBIC also administers loan
programs, which are not race specific.
The BBIC since its inception has fund
ed over $7,800,000 in loans.
The BBIC has a number of loan pro
grams;
the following are the most commonly
used:
• Direct Loan program that makes
loans from $5,000 to $20,000;
• Micro Loan program that makes
loans up to $5,000; and
• Loan guarantee program in partner
ship with our investor banks in
which BBIC will guarantee a loan
amount up to 50% or $75,000,
whichever is less.

Where Can I Apply?
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
2105 N. Nebraska Avenue„Tampa, Fl
33602
(813) 274-7925, Fax (813) 274-7927
E-mail: hs7g@ci.tampa.fl.us
PINELLAS COUNTY
Business Development Center
1045 16th Street South, St. Petersburg,
Fl. 33705
(727) 826-5785, Fax (727) 826-5976
E-mail: hs7t@ci.tampa.fl.us
Preliminary Application
Name: __________________________
Address: _________________________
City, State, Zip: ________________ __
Telephone number:_________________
Name of Business:__________________
Name & Title of Officer of Business:

•2”0FF

Minimum $25 Purchase I
Must present coupon at time of purchase

I

ineaker World ■

Open Only: Fri & Sat 9:30am - 8:00pm • Sun 11:00am - 5:00pm
2325 34th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 • Lakeview Shopping Center

WE BUY HOUSES
GET CA$H NOW!
QUICK CLOSINGS
MORTGAGE PAYMENTS BEHIND?/APPROACHING FORECLOSURE?/ DIVORCE?
LOST YOUR JOB?/ DEATH IN THE FAMILY?/ LIENS ON YOUR HOUSE?/ NEED
SOMEONE TO TAKE OVER THE PAYMENTS?/ANY SITUATION - NO PROBLEM!

You may be required to provide infor
mation such as: business plan, business
and personal financial statements, busi
ness and personal tax returns and other
information as needed.

CALL ANYTIME WE CAN HELP!
(727) 686-9915 • (727) 743-4751
EARN

$1000.00 IN CASH FOR INFO LEADING TO A HOUSE PURCHASE
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TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

flattery when my heart is
still and this life has ceased
to be.
I would rather have a
loving smile from the
friends I know are true
than tears shed around my
casket when this world
I’ve bade adieu. Bring me
all you flowers, whether
pink or white or red.
I’d rather have one
blossom now than a truckload when I’m dead!

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)
BIRTHDAYING
To all Taurus birthdaying. Please accept our very
best wishes for your birth
date.
For each one of us,
every birthdate is a bench
mark of time that symbol
izes the many accomplish
ments in our life. But,
more importantly, every
birthdate provides a vision
for our hopes for the
future.
So, Norris chalks up
another one. Okay, so the
birthdate celebration on
Saturday, May 15, for
Norris Malloy at V.F.W.
Post 10174 wasn’t up your
alley, or the time was too
early or, more to the point,
an invitation wasn’t in
your mailbox.
Well, life is too short,
and most parties are too
long, so don’t worry.
Norris’s friends who really
care and family members
converged at the Post for a
celebration hosted by pres
ident Mattie Adams and
the" WomHl’s* Auxiliary of
Post 10174.
The honoree received
congratulatory calls, gifts,
birthdate cards, some
loaded with cash from his
family and friends. It was a
happy time for Norris in
more ways than one - the
selfless friend and col
league who holds office as
adjunct and has been a
member for 46 years.
Norris’s two daugh
ters, Angrea M. Glastic
and Diane M. Potter, and
his 11-month-old great
grandson of Jamaica, N.Y.,
jetted down May 13 and 14
to join in the celebration
and wish their daddy
Happy B’date. They will
jet home May 19 by way
of Jet Blue and American
Airlines.
Norris takes this me
thod to thank all who
helped to make this year’s
celebration a success.
Much of it was due to the
help of the Women’s
Auxiliary. Your coopera
tion and ideas were very
much appreciated.
DOING WHAT COMES
NATURALLY
Another year has come
and gone for our hostess
with the mostess, Lula
Vinson. On Sunday after
noon, May 16, Lula cele
brated her 93rd natal day
with the Golden Girls as
guests.
Lula is not going to
stand long enough for
grass to grow under her
feet. Her natal day is May

18. Congrats, Lula!
GOODBYE TO
ANOTHER FRIEND
The good that we do
lives after us. It was with
shock and sadness that I
learned of the death of my
schoolmate and friend,
John Henry Myles. John
passed away May 13,
2004, at Kindred Hospital
Bay Area.following an upand-down long-time ill
ness.
But during his life
time, he was recognized as
a friend who you did not
have to explain when you
dubbed him “beautiful
people.” John was a swell
guy, and he will be sorely
missed not only by me, but
his many, many friends.
We
shared
many
thoughts and good times
during our years and years
of friendship. But, all good
things must end. Adieu,
my friend.
Life is a mixture of sun
shine and rain, laughter
and pain

A good example was
memorable service Chris
tian love on Thursday,
May 13, at 11 a.m. for the
late Rev. Wilkins Garrett,
Jr., at Pinellas Community
Church, 5501 - 31st St. S.,
Pastor Mark Canfield pre
siding.
Unfortunately, Rev.
Garrett couldn’t have been
there in person. His death,
which touches deeply the
hearts of his family, friends
and many people, will be
long remembered when
others are forgotten. There
was plenty of light mo
ments during the service
from the pulpit program
participants, colleagues
and friends. His good
friend, Rev. John E.
Tunstall of Los Angeles,
gave the eulogy.
The gawkers came out
in droves to see and be
seen, and the traffic chok
ed 3 lst St. and 54th Ave. S.
It would have been great if
the reverend could have
seen and heard the nice
things being said at his
homegoing. If there is a
lesson to be learned from
the service, it is the follow
ing:
Bring me all your
flowers now

I would rather have a
simple rose from the gar
den of a friend than have
the choicest flowers when
my stay on earth must end.
I would rather have the
kindest words which may
now be said to me than

ON A HAPPIER NOTE
These two are still on
the ball. On May 15, fried
turkeys with all the trim
mings were guests of hon
or at an evening patio
cookout at the 15th St. and
15th Ave. S. above of who
else, George and Ada
Edwards.
The popular, loving
couple are two of those
hammer-nail-do-it every
thing, whenever for their
family and friends. For
instance, on Sunday in the
p.m., they welcomed us
with open arms. They are
as good as cornbread when
it comes to throwing a
party, etc.
Guests of honor were
their long-time friends,
Alexis,
Gwendolyn,
Angela and Faye Jefferson
of our town. Alexis was
practically raised by the
Edwards.
Assorted party platters
were in abundance, includ
ing finger-lickin’ BBQ
baby ribs. The best part of
the evening was when
May, with its unpredict
able rains, cooperated dur
ing the evening and held
off Until everyone had split
for their destinations. Then
it came down like a mid
night train to Georgia and
didn’t let up until dawn’s
early light in some areas.
BIRTHDAY TO YOU
Joyce Thompson, who
reached the big “65” on
May 18. This cheery re
minder is coming your
way to show someone’s
thinking of you to
day. . .Happy birthdate!
And now a bit of humor

Have you heard this
one...?
The Sunday School
teacher asked her young
students if they knew
where God lived, and one
little girl waved her hand
insistently.
“I know! I know!” she
said. “Very good, Amy,”
said the teacher. “Tell us
where you think God
lives.”
“He lives in our bath
room,” Amy said positive
ly“What makes you
think God .lives in your
bathroom?” asked the
teacher, puzzled.
“Weil,” said Amy,
“every morning my father
gets up and goes to the
bathroom door and yells,
‘God, are you still in
there?”’
STAYLOOSE!

Midtown Gets Another Facelift
ST. PETERSBURG Ron Donaldson, president
of CSI/Construction Speci
alties, Inc., Mayor Rick
Baker, Deputy Mayor
Goliath Davis, bankers,
community leaders, and
other elected officials con
vened last Monday to cele
brate a long-awaited con
struction re-development
project for St. Petersburg’s
Midtown area. The onemillion dollar project,
known as the Three Oaks
Commerce Center, located
at 1626 18th Ave. S., will
serve as home for a new
Subway Restaurant, dry
cleaners, Dollar Store,
seafood restaurant, unisex
salon, and accounting firm.
"Three Oaks Com
merce Center is a "winwin" for the entire commu
nity," says Developer Ron

Donaldson. "The City has
targeted this area for re
development, and I wanted
to make sure we built a
development that not only
served the needs of the
local community, but also
had the architectural fea
tures that provided a "face
lift" for the community.
Upon completion of the
Three Oaks Commerce
Center, we will reconstruct
the building directly adja
cent to the Center. We want
the community to know
that we have truly bought
into the Midtown vision,
and that we want to
enhance the overall climate
of the entire area."
Donaldson is a l6-year
construction veteran, and
has owned his company for
eight years. He has worked
on numerous construction

Front Porch Teams
Up to Keep the City
Clean--------------------- ST. PETERSBURG The Front Porch Com
munity Office, in collabo
ration with the St. Peters
burg Work Release Center,
Keep Pinellas Beautiful,
Inc., and the City of St.
Petersburg, will be spon
soring the Front Porch/
Midtown Litter to Glitter
Day on Saturday, May 22,
from 7:30 a.m. to noon.
The cleanup will be
conducted on 18th Avenue
South, from Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Street to
28th Street. We are target
ing for 40-50 volunteers,
to include but not limited
to a crew from St. Pete
Work Release Center and
the City N-Team.
Additionally, an "Ap
preciation Luncheon" for

WASHINGTON D.C.
BUILO1REDREAM.ORG

all volunteers and staff will
be held the same day, be
ginning 1 to 2:3,0 p.m., lo
cation to be announced.
Volunteers are greatly
needed. For additional in
formation or to sign up for
Glitter to Litter Day, please
contact Lolita A. Dash,
Community Liaison at
(727) 898-6144.

Cedric Gordon, Major, St. Petersburg Police Department; Goliath Davis,
Ph.D., Midtown Deputy Mayor; Ken Welch, Pinellas County Commissioner;
Lorian Williams, Event Manager, Chaslo Merchandise & Promotions, Inc.;
Ron Donaldson, President, Construction Specialties, Inc.; Rick Baker,
Mayor; Ernest Williams, City Councilman, District 6
photo by P.L. Photos

projects locally and nationally, some of which

ST. PETERSBURG The St. Petersburg Chapter
of Links Inc. will com
memorate the 50th an
niversary of the landmark
U.S. Supreme Court deci
sion, Brown ys. the Board
of Education of Topeka,
Kansas. On Saturday, May
22, the Links will host a
program at the (Renais
sance Vinoy Resort at li
a.m.

With this weekend’s
event, the organization
aims to honor those who
pioneered the Pinellas and
manatee struggle for equal
access to education, with
particular emphasis on the
select group of "firsts" at
integration. Trailblazers at
all levels of the system will
be recognized, including
administrators, principals
in formerly all-white

schools and food service
staff.
The keynote speaker
for the event will be Ran
dall Kennedy, Esq., a cur
rent Harvard University
Law School professor and
former law clerk for the
late Justice Thurgood Mar
shall.
For ticket information,
please call (727) 8675610.

St. Pete Housing Authority to Receive
National Award for its Center for
Achievement--------------------------------------------ST. PETERSBURG Last Monday, National
Association of Housing
and Redevelopment Offi
cials announced that the St.
Petersburg
Housing
Authority is the winner of
its annual Award of Merit
in Housing and Commun
ity Development. The pur
pose of the Award of Merit
is to give national recogni
tion to innovative housing
and community develop
ment projects, programs,
arid services provided by

NAHRO agency members.
NAHRO awarded the
Housing Authority for its
work in the development
and constructiori of the
Center for Achievement,
and for the Authority’s
efforts in being a catalyst
in the redevelopment of the
city’s Midtown area.
Midtown is one of the most
economically depressed
areas in the city. The
Center for Achievement
was constructed with U.S.
Department of Housing

FEATURING
• B.J.: Saturday morning gospel. Wake up with a praying Spirit
5am-Warn

• DIANE HUGHES: 5am-1 Oam,M-F. Total Praise with the best
in inspirational music, news, weather and the Spoken Word.

• UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS: 10am-1 pm Just playing the
music the way you like it.

and Urban Development
HOPE VI funds, and repre
sents the Authority’s re
sponse to a community’s
request to enhance their
opportunities for economic
and social self-sufficiency.
The Center for Achieve
ment houses the Midtown
Campus Of St. Petersburg
College, YWCA Child
care, and Partners in SelfSufficiency.
The Board of Commis
sioners and the SPHA staff
are very proud to be the
recipient of this national
award.
According to
SPHA’s Executive Direc
tor, "the success of this
facility could not have hap
pened without the vast
amount of support we

received from the City of
St. Petersburg, HUD, and
our community based part
ners."
The Center for Achievement is a 12,000
square foot facility located
in the Midtown section of
St. Petersburg, and repre
sents an effort by the
Housing Authority in
forming partnerships with
a number of agencies and
organizations desiring to
bring services and pro
grams to residents of the
Midtown community.
For more information,
please contact Syl Farrell
with the St. Petersburg
Housing Authority at (727)
323-3171, ext. 342.

Anti-Violence Youth
Rally----------------- ------Everyone is welcome
to attend the Anti-Violence
Youth Rally on May 22 at
Childs
Park
Sports
Complex (on 43rd Street
and between 5th and 8th
Avenue South in St.
Petersburg).
• Guest Speakers
• Guest Appearances
(by FL’s Prof. Wrestlers

Assoc.)
• Tasco DJ
• Bay Area’s Mos
Talented Performers
• Prize Drawings
• Rap Session
• Food and Drinks
• Informational Booth
• Local Vendors
For more informatio:
call (727) 864-4577.

• MICHEALT: Old school and music to drive home by.

• TONY CHARLES: Take you back home with your favorite

727-821-9947

There
Is A
Reason
To Read

REQUEST LINE 864-1600

The

Serving Tampa (Bag Since 1976

Weekly

blues and 'chu-chu' oldies 9pm-2am .

DONZA DRUMMOND, SALES MANAGER

Office: 327-WRXB (9792) *
2060 - lst Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713

and Related Pictures

School.

The Links Examine Brown vs.
Board of Education-----------------
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VI Project and Gibbs High
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AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS.
IGNORE THEM AND THEY'LL GO AWAY.
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Historic Royal Theater Re-Opens
ST. PETERSBURG On May 24, the Boys and
Girls Clubs of the Suncoast
will open its newest loca
tion, The Royal Theater
Boys and Girls Club, in
Midtown. The facility will
provide cultural enrich
ment for more than 450
youth in Midtown and
southside St. Petersburg
communities. Located at
1011 22nd St. S., the Royal
Theaer will have an em
phasis on the arts with di
verse artistic, cultural and
educational activities for
children and adults. Offer
ing an academy style of
instruction, the Royal The
ater will provide graphic
art and web design, music
lessons, dance, drama and
stage production, as well

as art classes. An art St. Petersburg that served
gallery within the facility African-American patrons
will display the works of during segregation. After
local and national artists. desegregation in the late
In addition, the facility will 1960s resulted in its de
offer academic tutoring, mise, the facility later re
play movies in the 200-seat opened as a youth center.
auditorium and host vari The restoration of the his
ous special events and con toric Royal Theater is sig
certs.
nificant for its association
"Our hope is for the with the development of
Royal Theater to become a the
African-American
one-of-a-kind experience community in south St.
for local children to ex Petersburg. Funded by
press and flourish their cre many generous donors,
ative talents," said Herbert including the City of St.
Murphy, area director for "Petersburg and the Bill
the St. Petersburg Boys Edwards Foundation, an
and Girls Clubs.
nual memberships will be
The Royal Theater’s made affordable for all
historical legacy began youth despite financial
with its construction in conditions.
1948, when it was one of
"The need for effective
only two movie theaters in youth- development pro

grams has never been
greater," said Murphy.
"Our board, staff and gen
erous supporters have
taken the initiative in
reaching out to provide a
positive place for the youth
of St. Petersburg."
The opening of the
Royal Theater will begin
with their Summer Arts
Enrichment Program, set
for May 24 through July
31.Registration is limited
and scholarships are avail
able for Jordan Park resi
dents and former Jordan
Park residents that are enti
tled under the Hope VI
grant. For more informa
tion about The Royal
Theater Boys and Girls
Club, call (727) 896-0445.

The Gibbs Class of ’68 Hosts Annual
Scholarship Award Program —---------

Midtown
from front page
regular SPC curriculum, it
was a program that Pinel
las County Schools could
take responsibility for, an
opportunity they quickly
stepped in on, acknowl
edged Roberts. The overall
role
that
partnership
played, not only for the
collaborating organiza
tions, but the students as
well, was invaluably clear.
"I know that nothing
like this happens without
the help and support of
family arid friends and oth
ers," remarked the provost.
"I congratulate each of you
who are here this evening,
as the students have now
moved to a new level in
terms of career opportuni
ties."
Jackie Thomas, former
P-TEC marketing specialist/recruiter, also proved
instrumental in making the
Midtown course a reality
for potential students. "She
kept talking to me and kept
wearing me down," joked
P-Tech Site Administrator
Dorothy
Bailey
of
Thomas’ persistence.
During the ceremony,
keynote speaker Rep.
Peterman, who was intro
duced by his mother, the

Rep. Peterman spoke to the grads about taking
advantage of their opportunities
Rev. Peggy Peterman ad
dressed the importance of
utilizing time wisely. The
representative recited the
famous poem "Life is Just
a Minute," by former
Morehouse College presi
dent, the late Dr. Benjamin
Mays: "You will have the
ability to go on and do
greater things," Rep. Peter
man told the graduates.
"You cannot waste time,"
he urged.
Peterman is the son-inlaw of the course’s pro
gram instructor, Alma
Kicklighter, to whom spe
cial thanks was given. The
educator, widely recog
nized throughout the com

munity for her efforts,
admits that she was enticed
to come out of retirement
in order to teach the
course. When the program
resumes again in the fall,
there is hope that she will
return to teach the course
onte again, said Sheryl
Williams of PSS/SPHA.
One of the graduates,
Sharon Alexander, was
emotional in her apprecia
tion of Kicklighter, with
tears coming to her eyes as
she said, "[She] made it
possible for us to achieve
our goals. She pushed us;
she gave up some of her
extra time to...get us to
where we are today. I want
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to thank her from the bot
tom of my heart, thank
you..."
Kicklighter gave a
heartwarming send-off to
each of her students as they
came up to receive their
certificates. Some students
she kindly referred to as
miracles,
every case,
however, there was a deter
mination to not let any stu
dents drop out or give up
on their studies. Acknowl
edging the "bumpy times,"
Kicklighter was also aware
of every student’s poten
tial, she said. Significantly,
only one of the original
students had to leave the
program, due to gaining
employment.
Congratulations to the
SPC Midtown graduates.
They include: Angelica
Alban, Sharron Alexander,
Lorraine Butler, Jacquetta
Chance, Raylisha Dixon,
Asia Ford, Crystal Garcia,
Amanda Hearns, DeAngela Holloway, Yalanda
Howard, Bruce Morgan,
Mikal Nance, Ebony
Smith, Winifred Strick
land, Latica Styles, Guy
Sunter
and
Keyona
Thompson.

The Wright Thing to Do

Seated left to right: Sharmae Lamar, Amanda Harris, Bre’Anna Edwards, Lanier Echols and Mia
Burney; Standing left to right: Amber Owens, Miles Poole, Erin West and Nicole Lamar

ST. PETERSBURG—
On May 11, the Gibbs
Class of ’68 Annual Scho
larship Awards Program
was held at the Enoch D.
Davis Center auditorium.
This year, the Class of ’68
was proud to be able to
touch those deserving stu
dents in the community.

The Class recognized those
who had worked so hard
towards graduation arid
towards reaching higher
education heights. Amidst
tears of joy and smiles of
pride, there was happiness.
The Class was able to
share their blessings with
the scholarship recipients

as they exemplified the
qualities and characteris
tics for academic success dedication and desire - to
continue in their educa
tional endeavors.
The group was hon
ored to award each of the
young women and men
and scholarship in the

Arts and Crafts Show at Ellis
Memorial--------------- *-----------------The
Helen
Ellis
Memorial Foundation, at
Helen Ellis Hospital in
Tarpon Springs, will spon
sor an arts and crafts show
on June 4-5.
This event will be held
on the grounds at the hos
pital. The hours for the
Friday and Saturday event
are 5 - 10 p.m;, both
nights. Entitled: “Summer

Nights at Helen Ellis, ” we
are extremely excited
about our new endeavor
with this night show.
The crafting commu
nity will light up their
booths with seasonal lights
and they will welcome you
to just stroll and relax from
a hot summer sun’s day.
On hand we will have hand
made angel pins, costumes

for the lawn geese, wood
items from local artisans
and limited fine arts. We
will be offering drinks and
limited food items.
Please come join us!
For further information,
please- contact our repre
sentative, Netti at (727)
869-9884 or visit her web
site at: www.Craftsand
Artisans.com.

We extend our sincerest thanks to our patients
for allowing us to serve you for 25 years.
--------------- -—---------------------• George E. Banks, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
•J"\

5203 Central ftve., St. Petersburg, TL 33710
Pb: (727) 327-2966
Tax: (727) 321-5514

amount of $500,. as it
allows the Class to contin
ue to invest in the future of
our community. On behalf
of the Gibbs Class of ’68,
may God bless and keep
each of you.

ST. PETERSBURG A group of local musicians
and friends will present a
benefit concert for St.
Petersburg's resident guitar
player/gospel singer and
songwriter, Elmer Wright,
at The Pier Courtyard, 800
2nd Ave. N.E. on Saturday,
May 22, 4 to 9 p.m. Live
music will be provided by
local bands including the
group Barnabas, the youth
missionary group Cross
Street Band, His Hands,

and Friends of Bringe
Music.
The "Wright Thing To
do" event is free and open
to the public. All donations
will go directly to Elmer
Wright, through a fund
handled by Open Bible
Church in St. Petersburg
(Al Castro, pastor).
Earlier this year, Elmer
Wright lost his long-time
home, when an arson-sus
pected fire destroyed his
small apartment near

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hires

Hairstyling
News Deadline
Is 4 P.M. Monday

3427 llth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

downtown St. Petersburg. ognized for recording his
According to Elmer, he own gospel tapes in a
actually began playing gui home-built studio and his
tar with his gospel music long-standing offer of free
message back in 1939 - at tapes.
the Million Dollar Pier Co-sponsors for "Do
and has been the only gui The Wright Thing" on May
tar played allowed to set up 22 include The Pier,
and perform along The Bringe Music, and the
Pier approach since the community of church
modem Pier-amid struc musicians* in greater St7
ture was built in 1973.
Pete.
Known as a painting
contractor by trade for
years, he may be best rec

VETERAN’S CLAIMS
• No Time Limit For Claims •

• Service - Connected Disability
• Hospital and Outpatient Care • Insurance
• Non Service - Connected Pension
• V.A. Loan $100,000 & Up.
• Powers Of Attorney - Referral
• All Federal Agencies and Private are required by law to have
a Disabled Veterans Affirmation Action Plan

Percent
Disability
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%

MOnthly
Rate
$203
$199
$407
$539
$725

Percent
Disability
60%
70%
80%
90%
100%

MOnthly
Rate
$890
$1,795
$2,155
$3,299
$4,163

MARY HUFF, Counselor
P.O. Box 290922
Tampa, FL
(813) 626-4331

FREE APPOINTMENT
HOME VISITS

Your Hospice

aA d Lose

--We have a long way to go. So let us
hasten along the road, the road of
TJOmOn

tenderness

and

generosity.

~taping, we may find one another's
s in the dark.
;

• Reginald Ligon, D.D.S.

- Emily Green Balch
1946 Nobel Peace Laureate

General and Implant Dentistry

• Mendee B. Ligon, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic Dentistry
________

5201 CentraC Ave., St. Petersburg, TL 33710
Pb: (727) 321-7880
Tax: (727) 3.27-6484

Comfort, Compassion & Community

(727) 586-4432 • www.thehospice.org
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WOMAN'S WORLD
RECOLLECTIONS Hat Fashion Show Displays Plenty of Hattitude
Sponsored by Pinellas County Chapter of Jack and Jill

by Frances Pinckney

Right Choice and
Good Conscience
Sometimes the voice
of conscience speaks in a
quiet whisper - sometimes
the voice is nagging and
repetitious, and sometimes
it speaks loudly and abra
sive. It demands your
attention and lets you
know that you have mis
judged its prompting to
choose right from wrong.
But making wrong choices
is a given in this serious
business of life.
With good conscience,
we try to undo what has
been wrongly done, but
this could become compli
cated, for what was wrong
ly done might have been
done by someone else very
close to you. Now you own
it, and it is becoming your
undoing, because you
failed to listen to the warn
ing of your conscience.
You are now victim to the
dictates of someone else’s
choices.
“Let your conscience
be your guide,” I used to
hear the elders in the cqmmunity say. But there were
those who ignored the
promptings of conscience
and chose the wrong
course and made up their
mind, “This is right for
me.
My late cousin, Pete,
comes to mind. Mama said
outright about him, “The
man has no conscience.”
Others said and felt the
same because of his abu
sive behavior to family and
anyone else who got in his
way.
Mama was a woman of
tender conscience - loving,
kind and caring to humani
ty except for cousin Pete.
When it came to bad-

mouthing him, Mama did
not listen to the voice of
conscience, quiet, loud or
otherwise. She just went
right ahead and said what
she had to say - piled it on
over the years, and I dare
say, Pete lived up to her
critique.
During my life’s jour
ney, I have come to know
close up some of those
who have chosen a course
which they feel is right for
them, and, of course, they
try to convince me that
their lifestyle is right for
me too. It doesn’t take me
long to find out that my
philosophy of life is in
stark conflict with the
lifestyle that is imposed
upon me.
I decide to add a little
woman’s intuition and
foresight to the mix of
good conscience and
remove myself from the
situation. But stress and
negativity has taken its
toll. I have been worn to a
frazzle with “full of self’
people. Wrapped from
head to toe in selfishness,
they declare, “It’s all about
me.
These “me me” people
are emotionally draining
and just plain unpleasant to
be around. Mama surely
would place them along
side cousin Pete in “lack
ing conscience.” Still, I
believe that conscience is
the voice of God in all of
us. His divine voice in the
human soul prompts us to
doing right and warns us
against doing wrong. Yes, I
believe that He gave us all
the sense of right and
wrong.

The Pinellas County
Chapter of Jack and Jill of
America, Inc. sponsored a
“Hattitude” Fashion Show
for the Jack and Jill of
America Foundation. The
luncheon was held at the
Radisson on Roosevelt
Boulevard on May 1. Billie
Sanford from BJ’s Hats and
Accessories,' located in
Atlanta, Ga., choreo
graphed the show. Sanford
served as Mistress of Cere
mony for the event. She
and nine Jack and Jill mod
els began the show with a
lively entrance to Outkast
hit single, “I Like the Way
You Move. ” The J&J Divas
modeled over 60 hats
throughout the show.
The program theme,
“It’s All About Love,” took
the audience on a trip full
of twists and turns trying to
find “Mr. Right.” Sandford,
affectionately known as

LaVeme Johnson modeling a “fun” casual hat
during the show
B J, entertained the audi
ence with a love story that
every woman could relate
to. Each scene reflected a
certain mood and stage of
the relationship compli
mented by music from a
variety of artists like
Aretha Franklin, George
Duke, and Janet Jackson

just to name a few. The
models wore hats that
reflected the mood and
spirit of the relationship.
The scene that brought
down the house was
George Duke’s
song,
“Well, I Guess You’re Not
the One for Me. " The mod
els entered wearing black

Toni Fort and Dana Battle wearing their
Hattitude smiles
attire, a variety of black
stylish hats, and handker
chiefs to wipe weeping
eyes. However, as the story
goes, it didn’t take long to
regroup, so the models
entered in their red dresses
and strutted to the tune of
R. Kelly’s, “The Power of
Love. ” BJ wrapped up the

story with a wedding scene
depicting an assortment of
beautiful white hats as the
models walked in to the
rhythm of, “This Is Going
to Last Forever,” by R.
Kelly. After the finale, it
was time to party and the
audience joined the J&J
models as they danced to

They Paved the Way for the Next Group of Girls
bv Tracie Reddick
surrounding
Midtown
Challenger Correspondent
neighborhood, where only
ST. PETERSBURG - 26 percent of students fin
Just call them the talented ish high school.
ten.
"For many years, we
That would be an accu were faced with the ques
rate description of the ten tion: Should we add girls to
young ladies that recently our
rolls?”
recalled
graduated from Academy Williams. Some parents
Prep, a former all-male and donors felt the girls
school they integrated would be a distraction to
three years ago.
the boys who were eager
"This is a special group for them to attend classes
of young ladies,” said alongside of them, he said.
Principal Jessie Williams.
"I’m really proud of
"They are the first girls to these girls,” Williams re
graduate from Academy marked. "They faced a lot
Prep.”
of challenges and they sur
Located at 2301 22nd vived them all.”
Ave. S., Academy Prep was
Fourteen girls enrolled
built in 1997 as a safety net at Academy Prep in the
for inner-city boys who summer of 2000.
were falling through the
"I was a little scared,”
educational cracks.
admitted LaDai Haywood,
Once the adolescent who left Maximo Elemen
boys were taken out of tary School as a fifth grad
theif traditional school set er and enrolled at Academy
tings and exposed to the Prep. "I didn’t know any
smaller classrooms and one. It was different be
individualized attention at cause all of my friends
Academy Prep, their self were having fun at camp
esteem soared, along with and I was stuck in school.
their grades.
But, I don’t, have any re
The academic success of grets. Over the summer I
the boys sparked conversa was able to bond with the
tions about adding girls to other girls and we became
the attendance rolls.
like a family.”
But not everyone was
Not all of the young
keen on the idea, although ladies made it to the end.
the girls faced the same
Four of the girls could
educational struggles as the not take the rigorous aca
boys who came from the demic demands of the year-

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR WILLIAMS
Ordained Psychic Christian Reader & Adviser
HAVE YOU BEEN HOODOOED?
ARE YOU SICK IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODY?

Rev. Mother Superior Williams has God Given Power to help you
overcome your problems no matter how big or small.
She will tell you just what you want to know about friends, ene
mies or rivals; Whether husband, wife or sweetheart is true or
false; How to gain the love you most desire; Control or influence
the action of anyone, even though miles away. Tell you of lucky

Academy Prep Graduating Class 2004 Girls
lst Row L-R: Kwanza Smith, LaDai Haywood; 2nd Row L-R: Siedah Atwater, Anushkla Donaldson,
Tamara Fisher, Brianna Brooks; 3rd Row L-R: Sequaya Works, Ebony Jackson, Ashlee Borders,
Adilisha Patrom
photo by Rassi

round campus that operates Berkeley Prep and plans to
six days a week and up to become a computer engi
ll hours a day. They left neer.
the school, along with
A recruitment drive is
some of their male counter underway for the next class
parts.
of fifth graders at Academy
A glimpse at the Class Prep.
of 2004 reveals the "girl’s
The campus accepts
success rate is greater than only 15 students per-grade
the boys,” said Williams.
level and serves grades
Neither the boys nor fifth through eighth.
girls are accused of "acting
"This is a wonderful
white” like the black kids opportunity,”
Williams
at public schools who excel noted. "I wish more parents
in school. At Academy would take advantage of
Prep, academic excellence what we have to offer at
is expected.
Academy Prep. We are
"If I remained in' public changing the face of corpo
schools, I think I would be rate America by creating
doing well, but not as well tomorrow’s business lead
as I am doing at Academy ers.”
Prep,” said Haywood, an
Graduates from Aca
honor student who has demy Prep go on to attend
been accepted into Tampa’s prestigious, private high

schools such as St. Peters
burg’s Shorecrest Prepa
ratory, Middletown, Dela
ware’s St. Andrew’s School
and the Mercersburg Aca
demy in Hershey, Pa.
School officials track
them through high school
and college and continue to
provide financial and emo
tional support.
Modeled after Nativity
Mission in New York City,
students at Academy Prep
do not merely focus on aca
demics. The school fosters
social growth by exposing
students to enrichment ac
tivities outside the bound
aries of their neighbor
hoods.
"They took us sailing
and to museums,” Hay
wood said. "Those are

will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,
luck, alcoholics, happiness, spells, success and evil influences of
all kinds. Tells who your friends and enemies are. Guarantees to

- Hillary Williams

remove all evil and bad luck! WHY SUFFER when you can be
helped and freed from all your troubles?

Don't fail to call or write to her today.
Send Self-Addressed Envelope

Rev. Mother Superior Williams
3716 W. Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

(813) 874-5581

things I probably wouldn’t
have been exposed to out
side of Academy Prep. It’s
a good school with great
teachers. I’m really going
to miss it.”
Haywood is leaving
Academy Prep with memo
ries - and a legacy.
"We paved the way for
the next group of girls,”
Haywood said. She offered
this advice to the next
group of female students:
"Stay focused and don’t let
anything stop you from
achieving your goals. And
don’t be afraid to be your
self.”

"She's a very
successful

numbers. She has helped thousands through all walks of life. She

I was having bad luck, mis
erable and it seemed like
everything was against
me.Just a few visits to Rev.
Mother Superior Williams
and now I'm doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.

R. Kelly’s song, “Step In
the Name of Love.” As BJ
left the podium, she an
nounced, “We did it for
Love!”
The models for this
year’s program were: Athe
na Richardson, Lori Taylor,
Faye Walston, Kimberly
Jackson, LaVeme Johnson,
Tiwana Robinson, Sharon
Snow, Joan Harris Taher,
and Ajene Snow.
Proceeds from the hat
fasion show will go to sup
port the Jack and Jill of
America Foundation. This
is the philanthropic arm of
the organization that pro
vides funding for program
ming targeting leadership
development for children
and teens throughout the
United States. (The chair
person for this event was
Sharon S. Snow. The chap
ter president is Lorraine
Mayfield Brown, Ph.D.)

black woman."

We Specialize Also In:
• Weight Loss Body Wraps
• Lymphatic Facials
• Sports Massage
• Carpal Tunnel
• Fibromyalgia
H.T. Wellness & Massage Center
NEUROMUSCULARMASSAGE
NUTRITION & RELAXATION MASSAGE

328-7600
3727 Central Avenue
LIC. #MM005879
FAX 328-8869

Together we can gtanp
out prejudice, xt only takes
one voice to taake a
difference. Find yours at
wy. f reedoascenter ,org
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BUSINESS
KIDS And COLLEGE

by Sonya Young

Congratulations! Your
Child Has Been
Accepted-----------------Sending your kids off to college. By 2000, that
to roam the hallowed halls number increased to 66
is the realization of a life percent.
time dream. One that may
Even though higher
have been started before education costs continue to
your child was bom. It’s rise, these increases have
also a huge financial re not outpaced the additional
sponsibility. Next to buy earning power students
ing a home, college tuition realize by attending and
may be in the single great graduating from college.
est expense you will have The Census Bureau reports
in your lifetime.
that as of 2000, the average
Is it worth this huge fi college graduate had a 90
nancial sacrifice? The an percent earnings advantage
swer is yes! A college edu over a person with a high
cation can provide your school diploma.
child with opportunity for
Still, many parents
personal growth, a better worry about saving enough
job, the potential to earn money to pay for four or
more money, and skills and five years of tuition, room
knowledge that can never and board, books, fees and
be taken away.
travel home. But don’t
Higher education still panic, I will help you get
remains one of the best in started on making smart
vestments. Over a lifetime, decisions about funding
the gap in earnings poten your children’s college
tial between a high school education. Contact me at
diploma and a college de (813) 960-7009 or visit our
gree is more than $1 mil website at www.syounlion, according to the gins.com.
Census Bureau. The mes
For additional infor- •
sage that there are tre motion, please send your
mendous payoffs to col request to: Young Finan
lege education is getting cial Corporation, P.O. Box
through because in 1972, 271126, Tampa, Fl 33688only 49 percent of high 1126
school graduates went on

Calling All Teens Who Need A Summer
Job--------------------- -----by Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Need a summer job?
If you are between the
ages of 16 and 21, then you
are in luck.
Worknet Pinellas is
sponsoring a two-day ca
reer fair designed specifi
cally for teens and young
adults.
Held at PTEC South,
this is the first year the
event, which is free and
open to the public, has
been held. Registration
kicks off at 12:30 p.m. on
May 26.
"As the work force
entity in Pinellas County
we need to be putting
young people to work,”
said Deborah Green, the
Director of Educational
Services for Worknet Pi
nellas. "We’re expecting
about 200 young people to
show up for this affair.”
Applicants must come
in business attire and bring
social security cards and a
form of identification veri
fying their age when arriv
ing on the campus at 901
34th St. S. There aren’t any
income restrictions that
would pose a barrier to
upper and middle class
teens.
"We wanted to open
this up to everybody,”
Green said. "We didn’t
want to penalize teens just
because their parents make
X amount of dollars that
they aren’t privy to.”
Oliver Consulting will
present two workshops.
They include a "Job
Readiness” workshop at 1
p.m. and a "Motivational/Work Ethics" semi-

nar at 4 p.m.
"We’re not keeping
long sessions,” said Green,
noting the workshops are
designed to get teens moti
vated and energized.
A snack will be served
at 2:30 p.m. and will be
followed by a 3 p.m. fash
ion show sponsored by
Realized Potential Train
ing Institute. The fashion
show will highlight proper
business attire, as well as
showcase the proper busi
ness attire.
"We’re going to have
models that will look like
the teens seeking jobs,”
Green said. "The goal of
the fashion show is to
teach them what to wear
and what not to wear to a
job interview."
That means no sagging
pants or hoochie mama
shorts. "Trendy clothes are
not appropriate,” said
Green. "We do mean busi-'
ness.”
Teens who came dress
ed to impress and attended
workshops on day one will
be allowed to meet poten
tial employers on May 27.
Interviews will be held
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Companies range from
retail stores such as J.C.
Penney, Sears, K-Mart to
fast food chains like
McDonald’s and Burger
King to supermarkets such
as Publix and Winn Dixie.
"We can’t promise
everyone a job, but every
employer there will have
openings,” Green conclud
ed.
For more information
about the career fair call
(727) 507-4300, ext. 3028.

In a time when people were
standing up for their rights,
it’s a good thing
some decided to take a seat.

Share your story.
Contribute to Voices of Civil Rights.
.................. fe.. IS

How To Retire Young!
May’s BLACK ENTERPRISE Offers the Blueprint to Achieve Early Financial Independence
(NEW YORK, N.Y.) There are four ways to cre
ate wealth in America: pri
vate business ownership,
real estate, capital markets
investing, and achieving a
senior level position in a
substantial
corporation.
Financial Fitness Contest
Winner Mikia Potter, 26,
has the lofty goal to retire
by age 45. Although rela
tively new to the job mar
ket, Potter has achieved a
net worth of $60,000,
which is excellent for a
person her age. To assist
Potter in achieving her
goal, BE paired her with
David Hinson, principal of
Wealth Management Net
work Inc. in New York.
The feature "Strictly Busi
ness Minded" offers a
clear blueprint of invest
ment, cash management,
and real estate strategies,
which if strictly followed,
will help shed the 9-to-5
grind and achieve an ulti
mate goal of early retire
ment. (Pg. 74)
Entrepreneurship is be
coming an increasingly
popular career choice in
today’s job market. Those
who possess a strong work
ethic and a high level of
focus may decide to bet on
themselves as an economic
option rather than wait for
the perfect job opportunity
to come along. In the May
feature "Publishing For

Mikia Potter, 26, is on track to start her own busi
ness, and retire early by age 45.
Profit," BE profiles the
dynamic duo of Dana
Powell, 28, and Shannon L.
Bonner, 31, who found a
niche market and created a
product to serve it. Powell
and Bonner are the pub
lishers of Brides Noir, a
bridal magazine for women
of color. Launching a mag
azine is a risky venture.
Navigating the pitfalls
requires sufficient ad
vertising, circulation, con
tent, and a bit of luck.
"They didn’t abandon their
dream even when it seem
ed impossible to achieve,"
says BE Features Editor

Alan Hughes. "Powell and
Bonner successfully identi
fied a viable business mar
ket that was grossly under
served and put together a
product that filled the void.
That is extremely impor
tant if you want to suc
ceed." (Pg. 76)
Kwame Jackson and
Omarosa Manigault-Stall
worth have become house
hold names to just about
every African American
professional in America.
The Harvard M.B .A. Wall
Street investment advisor
and the up-from-the-projects former White House

appointee were among the
16 competitors on The
Apprentice, NBC-TV’s hit
reality show. For the last
three
months,
Black
Enterprise Editor-in-Chief
Alfred Edmond was among
the millions of viewers
who tuned in every week.
"Unlike mindless reality
shows in which contestants
munch on worms or com
pete to marry a fake mil
lionaire, The Apprentice is
a show you can actually
leam from," says Edmond.
In the BE feature "Makeor-Break Leadership Les
sons From 77ze Appren
tice," he identifies four key
business and success stra
tegies illustrated by Donald
Trump and the young pro
fessionals vying to be his
apprentice. (Pg. 108)
May 17 marks the 50th
anniversary of the land
mark Brown v. Board of
Education decision elimi
nating the separate-butequal doctrine. Black En
terprise commemorates the
historic verdict with an
excerpt from the book All
Deliberate Speed, Reflec
tions on the First Half
Century of Brown v. Board
of Education, By Charles J.
Ogletree Jr. (Pg. 100)
The May issue of
Black Enterprise is on
newsstands now.

L.....

AARP and the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights are working
together to collect firsthand accounts of the civil rights move
ment. Voices of Civil Rights will not only preserve these stories
for generations to come, but will also serve as a memorial to those
who lived through the era. The project will commemorate the
50th anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education in May 2004.
From activists to observers, individual testimonies are crucial in
d—ntiog this important time in our nation’s history. The
stories gathered will be kept in a historical archive, housed on the
Voices of Civil Rights Web site and may also appear in other
media outlets. To participate visit www.voicesofcivilrights.org or
send your 500-word account to Voices of Civil Rights, 601 E St.
NW, Washington, DC 20049.

www.voicesofciv41riglit9.org

j4/4RP Florida
Ihe power to make It better.""

Call us at 800-424-34x0 or visit our Web site at www.aarp.org/fl.
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STATE NEWS
Suspended Oliphant May Run for Old
Job as Broward Elections Head

Former Haitian Police Head Accused
of Cocaine Smuggling---------- ------------ 1-

FORT
LAUD
ERDALE, Fla. (AP) Suspended
Broward
County elections supervi
sor Miriam Oliphant sig
naled last week that she
may run for her old job,
which she was removed
from amid accusations that
she was incompetent.
Oliphant picked up
paperwork that she would
have to file if she were to
run. She also picked up
paperwork for the county
commission election. But
she isn't saying if, or what,
she's actually running for.
Gov. Jeb Bush sus
pended Oliphant, a Demo
crat, in November for neg
lect of duty, incompetence
and misfeasance stemming
from a botched 2002
Miriam
gubernatorial primary. The
Senate will have the final Bloodworth and former
say on whether Oliphant's Mayor Suellen Fardelmann
ouster stands.
of Cooper City, are also
Bush replaced Oli running in the Aug. 31 pri
phant with retired school mary.
administrator
Brenda
After picking up her
Snipes, who has announced qualifying papers in the
that she will run for the morning, Oliphant would
position. Two others, com not say if she would run for
munity activist Jamie office again. Nor did would

MIAMI (AP) - A for
mer commander of the
Haitian National Police
Brigade was artested in
Miami and accused of con
spiring to smuggle cocaine
into the United States, the
latest ex-official caught in
a U.S. investigation of drug
trafficking under ousted
Haitian President JeanBertrand Aristide.
Rudy Therassan was
arrested Friday after being
pulled over by the Florida
Highway Patrol, said Car
los CastiEo, a spokesman
for the U.S. Attorney's
Office in Miami. Therassan
headed the Haitian national

Oliphant
she say what she would run
for if she did.
Instead she told sup
porters and the media she
would see them again at a
rally last Thursday night.
Bush said Thursday he was
happy with the job Snipes
has done and that Broward
County residents will de-

cide whether Oliphant “is
deserving to be elected to
that post."
“Supervisors of elec
tions shouldn't be contro
versial," he said. “They
shouldn't be getting in the
news. They ought to be
running elections smooth
ly."
Aside from her case in
the Senate, Oliphant also
faces 55 counts of violating
election laws after failing
to open polls on time dur
ing the September 20002
primary and ignoring an
order from the governor to
keep them open later than
normal. The Florida Elec
tions Commission levied
the charges at its Feb. 19
meeting. If she is found
guilty, Oliphant faces a fine
of up to $55,000.
The Southern Christian
Leadership Conference and
Justice for All in Broward,
a group of local black min
isters, want the U.S. Civil
Rights Commission to
investigate Bush's actions,
saying Oliphant is a victim
of racism.

designed for National
Guard and Reserve person
nel because they do not
typically have access to the
military family support
programs provided to
active duty personnel. So
far Florida has recruited
more than 223 child care
providers.
"Early care and educa
tion providers statewide
recognize the valuable con
tribution' National Guard
and Reserve personnel
make and the toll that con
tribution takes on their
families," said Phyllis Kalifeh, president of the For
um. "Offering our soldiers
an opportunity to reconnect
with their loved ones,
while providing these chil
dren with safe, responsive
and nurturing child care
benefits us all."
National Guard and
Reserve members with
valid military identification
and leave orders will be
connected to local CCR&R
agencies through the Na
tional Association of Child
Care Resource and Referral
Agencies’ (NACCRRA)
Child Care Aware® hotline
(800-424-2246), or by vis
iting the Web site at

www.ChildCareAware.org.
Local agencies will then
link the National Guard or
Reserve member to partici
pating child care providers.
Any child care provider
interested in volunteering
is welcome and encouraged
to call the Florida Chil
dren’s Forum at (850) 6817002 or 1-888-FLCHILD
for participation informa
tion. All child care pro
viders who volunteer their
time for Operation Child
Care will receive official
national recognition.
At the national level,
the Operation Child Care
effort is being led by NAC
CRRA, the nation’s net
work of CCR&R agencies,
in partnership with the
National Cooperative Ex
tension System, the Na
tional 4-H Program, the
National Child Care Asso
ciation, the National Asso
ciation of Family Child
Care and the Child Care
Bureau, U.S. Department
of Health and Human Ser
vices.
The Forum serves as a
statewide, not-for-profit
organization with an un
compromising vision to
make Florida a quality

child caring state. This vis
ion is supported by the be
lief that every young child
ih the state can, and should,
receive quality education
and care. The Forum ad
ministers
Florida’s
CCR&R Network that
helps families, child care
providers and communities
find, provide, and plan for
affordable, quality child
care.
Operation Child Care
and Child Care Aware are
two of NACCRRA’s many
initiatives to improve the
development and learning
of all children by providing
leadership and support to
state and community Child
Care Resource and Referral
agencies and promoting
national pohcies and part
nerships that facilitate uni
versal access to quality
child care. NACCRRA is a
50l(c)3 nonprofit organi
zation headquartered in
Washington, D.C., repre
senting a network of 850
state and local Child Care
Resource and Referral
agencies across the coun
try.

Miami for cocaine traffick
ing and money laundering
and another high-ranking
Haitian police official
awaiting trial on a federal
drug charge, the complaint
said.
The Bush administra
tion officials has said that
Aristide led a government
that condoned official cor
ruption, including drug
trafficking.
Ira Kurzban, a Miami
lawyer who represents
Aristide, has denied that
the former president had
any dealings with drug traf
fickers.
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Child Care Community Volunteers to
Support Florida’s Military Personnel
Returning from Iraq and Afghanistan
The Florida Children’s
Forum, with the support of
its. statewide Child Care
Resource and Referral
(CCR&R) Network, an
nounced the launch of
Operation Child Care, part
of a national, voluntary
effort of local child care
resource and referral agen
cies, child care providers,
and trained 4-H caregivers
to provide a few hours of
free child care for National
Guard and Reserve military
personnel returning for two
weeks of rest and recupera
tion leave from Iraq and
Afghanistan.
The Forum, Florida’s
statewide administrator of
the Child Care Resource
and Referral Network for
the Florida Partnership for
School Readiness, is re
cruiting child care pro
viders to volunteer their
services to support Flori
da’s citizen soldiers. Volun
teer child care providers
who meet state and local
child care regulations will
provide four or more hours
of free child care so that
service members can attend
to family business, or take
their spouses out for a date.
Operation Child Care was

complaint by Drug En
forcement Administration
agent Noble Harrison.
They said Therassan ac
cepted payments to let
cocaine shipments pass
through Haiti on the way to
the United States.
The complaint said the
DEA investigation was
“into the activities of drug
traffickers who utilize Haiti
as a transshipment point for
sending and receiving con
trolled substances and ille
gal proceeds" between
Colombia and the United
States.
The informants include
a Haitian convicted in

police from 2001 until last
August, according to a
criminal complaint.
Therassan, 39, who
owns a house in Palm
Beach County, was sched
uled to be charged Monday
in Miami with one count of
conspiracy to import co
caine into the United
States. He is the second
high-ranking Haitian lawenforcement officer arrest
ed on drug-trafficking
charges since Aristide left
the country in February.
Four confidential in
formants helped U.S. offi
cials build the case against
Therassan, according to the
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NATIONAL NEWS
Housing Segregation Persists
Persists in
Many Parts of Nation,i Study Shows

by Cathy Keen
GAINESVILLE, Fla.
— Neighborhood integra
tion is necessary to reduce
school segregation but
Americans continue to re
main separated in their
neighborhoods a half cen
tury after the U.S. Supreme
Court’s landmark Brown
vs. Board of Education
decision, a new nationwide
study by the University of
Florida finds.
"There is no reason to
think we’re going to see
increasing integration in
schools unless we- see inte
gration where people live,"
said Brian Stults, a sociolo
gy professor with UF’s
Center for Criminology
and Law. "Unfortunately,
we’re still seeing very high
levels of black-white segre
gation. It’s sort of a chicken-and-egg problem: We
need integration in schools
to lessen prejudice, which
will then reduce residential
segregation, but in order to
have school integration, we
need residential integra
tion."
With
segregation,
blacks tend to be channeled
into worse neighborhoods
than whites of similar
socioeconomic standing,
with higher crime rates,
poorer schools and homes
of less value, he said.
Using 1980, 1990 and
2000 U.S. census data, the
study sought to determine
changes in racial segrega
tion involving blacks and
whites in 255 metropolitan
areas, Hispanics and whites
in 210 metropolitan areas,
and Asians and whites in
116, metropolitan areas.
Stults, with sociologists
John Logan, with the State
University of New York at
Albany, and Reynolds
Farley, with the University
of Michigan, used the most

common measure of urban
segregation, the dissimilar
ity index, to assess the
extent to which two differ
ent ethnic groups are even
ly distributed across a met
ropolitan area.
Although census fig
ures show black-white seg
regation in most of the
nation’s metropolitan areas
declined an average of 13
percent between 1980 and
2000, the decline tapered
off in the '90s, a decade that
was expected to usher in
more mixing of neighbor
hoods, said Stults, whose
findings appeared in the
February issue of De
mography.
"As it turned out, none
of the positive trends that
made demographers pre
dict the '90s would be the
decade of change really
had much influence," he
said.
These trends included
an increase in the average
income of blacks, resulting
in a larger black middle
class; increasingly positive
attitudes among whites
about living in integrated
neighborhoods, as shown
by survey results compar
ing the 1960s with the
1980s and '90s; and the
influx of greater numbers
of Hispanics, Asians and
other ethnic groups into
metropolitan areas, he said.
"The '90s was a pretty pros
perous decade for both
blacks and whites, and
even though blacks still
earned substantially less
than whites, it was particu
larly surprising that we saw
no (neighborhood integra
tion) effect from the grow
ing convergence of black
and white incomes," Stults
said.
The
poverty
rate
among blacks fell by 31
percent in the 1990s, com

rejecting the significance
of Summerton's Africanfrom front page
the Briggs v. Elliott law American population."
Freshman Cynthia Persuit, one of five filed in the
scia began attending Scott's
Brown case.
Branch
High twoyears ago
“It's not all racism,"
Elliott said. “I hesitate to from a Wilmington, N.C.,
say... these people are school where there were
racist. They had to deal “all kind of races." She
with the legacy that they sometimes wishes her cur
inherited. They also had rent school was more
that mind-set that they may racially mixed but knows
not have inherited but that the fight of Summerton's
was imposed on them black residents was not for
nothing.
through conditioning."
“If it weren't for that
Elliott said the anniver
sary of the Brown decision case, I would probably be
“can serve as a catalyst to still sitting in a shabby,
bring us together" in the dilapidated building, not
town where his family has getting regular books," said
lived for more than 200 Cynthia, who is black.
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years, and many events
opportunity
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Supreme
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do think it's counterproduc place in the nation's
tive to continue to demo schools in its unanimous
nize the defendants," he Brown decision. The ruling
was a personal victory for
said.
At the same time, two dozen families
“whites have to recognize in South Carolina.
Their legal fight began
the significance of this
in
1947
when a local resi
case," Elliott said. “When
dent
Levi
Pearson request
whites reject the signifi
cance of the case, they're ed a school bus to spare

Brown Ruling

pared with 15 percent
among whites, he said. The
median income of black
households also made just
a slight increase from 57
percent of that of whites in
1980 to 58 percent in 1990,
then jumped to 66 percent
in 2000, he said.
"Blacks are just not as'
able to convert income into
residential location because
of strong social forces that
include continuing discrim
ination in real estate and
mortgage lending prac
tices," he said. "They live
in much poorer neighbor
hoods than whites and in
areas with higher crime
rates regardless of educa
tion, income, home owner
ship status or social class."
Of the 240 metropolitan
areas studied, segregation
between blacks and whites
increased in just 15 be
tween 1980 and 2000, sig
nificantly fewer than for
either Hispanics or Asians.
Hispanic segregation in
creased in 124 metropoli
tan areas and declined in
86, while Asian segrega
tion rose in 69 metropolitan
areas and fell in 47, proba
bly because of swelling
immigration, he said.
"Hispanics and Asian
immigrants often settle in
ethnic enclaves where there
are a lot of foreign-speak
ing residents and a number
of businesses that cater to
them," he said.
The average percent
age of whites in the neigh
borhood of the typical
Hispanic resident fell from
48 percent in 1980 to 37
percent in 2000, Stults said.
For Asians, these rates gen
erally fall as later genera
tions leave urban ethnic
neighborhoods for the sub
urbs, Stults said. "That was
the classical model for
white ethnic immigrants at

the turn of the century," he
said. "They concentrated in
the central city, which sec
ond and third generations
used as a springboard for
the suburbs as they assimi
lated into mainstream
American culture."
That pattern isn’t true
for blacks because they
typically settle much closer
to downtowns, Stults said.
"Often blacks move into
suburban neighborhoods
that are still right on the
periphery of the central
city, which look more like
urban neighborhoods," he
said.
The highest levels of
segregation between 1980
and 2000 occurred in the
Northeast industrial centers
and many of the major
urban centers in the Mid
west and Middle Atlantic
states, Stults said. "These
are areas where blacks
moved in during the great
black migration from the
South to the North in the
early 1900s at a time of
legal segregation, and that
segregation has persisted,"
he said.
The largest decline in
segregation rates between
whites and blacks over the
20-year period occurred in
Dallas and the least in New
York City. The biggest re
ductions took place mainly
in the South and West.
"Professor Stults’ re
search addresses one of the
fundamental divisions in
the nation’s cities today,"
said Gregory Squires,
chairman of the sociology
department at George
Washington University. "It
demonstrates, once again,
how powerful forces con
tinue to nurture segregation
and unequal opportunity in
urban America."

black children a nine-mile
walk to school. That law
suit was thrown out after it
was “conveniently" deter
mined that Pearson did not
live in the school district he
sued, said Joe De Laine Jr.,
son of the Rev. J.A. De
Laine who helped lead
efforts to gather petitioners.
In December 1950, a
bolder lawsuit was filed one demanding that public
schools be forced to admit

black students where they
“may receive educational
opportunities, advantages
and facilities equal to those
afforded to white children."
Desegregation of schools
began in earnest after more
legal fights and a 1968
Supreme Court decision.
Between 1968 and 1972,
the percentage of students
attending schools where at
least 90 percent of the stu
dents are minorities de
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University President Makes
Recommendations for Diversity
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) University of Texas (UT)
President Larry Faulkner is
calling
for
sweeping
changes in both curriculum
and culture to make the
largest student body in the
nation a more welcoming
place for minorities.
Faulkner
presented
recommendations Monday
that he said should help UT
graduates deal with a
diverse, global community.
The recommendations fol
low a series of incidents
that included the egging of
the Martin Luther King, Jr.
statue and fraternity parties
where blacks were por
trayed in Jim Crow racial
stereotypes.
Faulkner said the argu
ment for cultural diversity
has been “past-focused and
guilt-focused," but the goal
should be to look forward
and prepare students for
dealing with a larger world.
“I'm not so much of a
Polyanna that I think we
can alter the weaknesses of
an entire culture. But we
are an academic communi
ty, and it's our job to try and
find methods that can be
more effective," he said.
The changes include
requiring undergraduate
courses on multicultural
ism, rearranging statues of
Confederate icons on cam
pus to convey the artist's
original intent and delaying
fraternity and sorority rush
until spring each year to
give students time to get
their social and academic
bearings.
Another recommenda
tion, culled from the find
ings of the 15-member
Task Force on Racial
Respect and Fairness, calls
for creating a high-level
administrator dedicated to

UT President Larry Faulkner
creating a more diverse
university.
Some of the proposals
could require the approval
of the University of Texas
System Board of Regents,
and the curriculum changes
will probably require
another 18 months, he said.
Last month Faulkner incor
porated a first-ever honor
code for the Ill-year-old
university. Faulkner said he
will work through the next
few months with others to
determine ways to weave
the code into the fabric of
campus life:
On a campus where 62
percent of the students are
white, 14 percent Hispanic
and 4 percent black, the
reaction was mixed. Some
minority students said the
recommended changes are
a start, but not enough to
alter an environment that is

sometimes cold and intimi
dating. Others criticized
the list as an exercise in
political correctness.
“If we're working
towards a colorblind uni
versity, creating depart
ments to promote differ
ences countermands what
they're trying to do," said
Lauren Conner, chairman
of the campus chapter of
Young Conservatives of
Texas.
Conner said she was
aware of the racial inci
dents, but she said they

iff
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clined from 78 percent to
25 percent, Clotfelter said.
According to 1999 fig
ures from the National
Center for Education Sta
tistics, 37 percent of black'
students in the United
States go to such schools;
that compares with 31 per
cent in the South.
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were not reflective “of how
minorities are looked upon
or treated here."
Joe Scrofano, president
of the
Interfraternity
Council, said he disagrees
that postponing invitations
to sororities and fraternities
will help achieve a more
diverse campus.
“They're going to lose
out on the wonderful social
and academic support sys
tem that is part of these
organizations," Scrofano
said. “I'm in complete sup
port of the goals of the task
force. I just don't see the
connection of how post
poning rush to January is
fulfilling those goals."
Joslyn Massad, presi
dent of an Arab-American
group on campus, said she
liked the ideas but also
wished more had been
emphasized about under
standing the Arab world,
“just because of the current
state of affairs."
Gerren Fisher, a black
journalism student, said,
"The proposals in and of
themselves are a nice ges
ture. But we've seen plenty
of nice gestures that haven't
come into something that's
meaningful."
“It's still kind of a
daunting thing being a
minority," he said.
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study-related exams and investigational medication at no cost
including a free screening for high blood pressure. They may also be
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INTERNATIONAL
U.S. Anti-Piracy
Measure Pulls Plug on
Black Market Cuban
by John Rice
Associated Press Writer
HAVANA (AP) - The
U.S. government believes
Cubans should see more of
America on television, and
for years, Cubans have been
happily complying - cob
bling together clandestine
satellite systems to pick up
everything from the World
Series to soap operas.
No longer. Most of
these systems have been
silenced - not by Fidel
Castro but by an American
company's war on TV pira
cy.
“We're sad because we
cannot reach our people
with so much happiness,"
said Crystal Larraondo,
executive assistant for Los
Fonomemecos, the Miamibased
Cuban-American
comedy team whose show
was popular here.
In late April, DirecTV,
based in El Segundo, Calif.,
changed its decoder cards to
halt widespread piracy in the
United States.
By chance, it knocked
out most of Cuba's pirates
too.
Hans de Salas, research
associate at the University
of Miami's Institute for
Cuban and Cuban-American
studies, called it “an unex
pected gift for the Castro
government."
But DirecTV had no
choice but to go by the book,
said Robert G. Mercer, its
public relations director.
The few Cubans who
use the Dish TV system of
U.S.-based EchoStar aren't
yet affected, and EchoStar
spokesman
Steve
Cox
wouldn't reveal details about
possible security updates
there.
Shifting
from
DirecTV to Dish would
require a different decoder
box - one of the hardest
pieces of TV hardware to
obtain here.
The U.S. government's
Office of Cuba Broadcasting
targets the island with its

own station, Television
Marti, but its broadcasts are
jammed by Castro's regime.
It tried the satellite route, but
few Cubans can pick up its
signals, which use a differ
ent technology and satellite
from those used by DirecTV.
On May 6, President
Bush promised $18 million
to transmit TV Marti from a
U.S. military aircraft - a
measure that a commentator
on Cuban state television
described as a “prologue to
war."
Official Cuba also has a
term for vehemently anti
communist material beamed
at the island - “media terror
ism."
Anecdotal reports speak
of about 10,000 satellite tel
evision dishes in Cuba.
Dishes serve entire fam
ilies and extension lines
sometimes connect them to
neighboring houses. Taped
programs renting for about
25 cents reach a still larger
audience.
Few Cubans will talk
openly about the dishes:
Tliey're strictly banned for
homes and police sometimes
raid them to confiscate ille
gal antennas and fine their
owners.
An antenna, decoder
and counterfeited access
card cost $700 to $1,200,
depending on scarcity,
according to several Cubans
who have bought or sold
them. That limits the dishes
to those with a healthy sup
ply of dollars. A typical
Cuban makes about $20 a
month.
A man who says he has
installed 95 satellite dishes
showed a reporter one hid
den in a rooftop water tank.
From there, he pointed to
neighboring houses, count
ing nine other hidden dishes.
Cubans say they have
seen antennas concealed
behind apartment windows,
in air conditioner boxes,
even in a pigsty.

Africa Groups Suspicious of Latest Bush Move
bv Jim Lobe
WASHINGTON, D.C.
(IPS/GIN) - Africa and
AIDS activists say they are
wary of the Bush adminis
tration's pledge to expedite
its approval process for
low-cost, generic anti
retroviral drugs by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administra
tion (FDA) for their use in
Bush's 15 billion-t’ollar
anti-AIDS initiative for
Africa and the Caribbean.
"The net effect is to
continue to delay the deliv
ery of life-saving drugs to
the most needy", said Salih
Booker, executive director
of Africa Action, a Wash
ington-based grassroots
network that has often crit
icized the administration's
anti-AIDS plan.
"It looks to us like an
elaborate ruse to protect the
interests of the patent-hold
ing U.S. drug companies
while, at the same time,
undermining the World
Health
Organization's
(WHO) own approval
process,” he said.
"Instead of reinforcing
the WHO's pre-qualifica
tion process," said Paul
Zeitz, director of the Glo
bal AIDS Alliance", "they
are slowing things down by
creating a redundant and
parallel U.S.-led review
process. "It's an oxymoron
to call this a fast-track ini
tiative when the WHO has
already approved these
drugs for use."
The
administration,
which has been under
strong pressure from antiAIDS groups and U.S. law
makers to approve inex
pensive fixed-dose combi
nation drugs (FDCs) pro
duced by generic manufac

turers in India, Brazil and
other developing countries
for use by the President's
Emergency Plan for AIDS
Relief (PEPFAR), an
nounced it would soon put
in place an FDA "fasttrack" approval scheme that
could approve "high-quali
ty" drugs , in as little as two
to six weeks.
Generic manufacturers
of FDCs, which combine
drugs
from
multiple
sources into single pills that
are taken twice daily, now
charge as little as 140 dol
lars per person per year, or
about one-fifth the cost of
the same combination of
drugs - which must be
taken in the form of six
pills a day - that is manu
factured by brand-name
companies.
The WHO, which has
its own review process to
determine the safety and
effectiveness of medicines,
has already approved a
number of FDCs produced
by generic manufacturers
for use by the World Bank,
the United Nations Chil
dren's Fund (UNICEF), and
the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria.
But the administration
of President George W
Bush has taken the position
that such drugs must also
be reviewed for safety and
effectiveness by the FDA in
order to qualify for use by
agencies receiving U.S.
anti-AIDS funds, despite
the fact that many of the
steps taken by WHO in its
review process are identi
cal to the FDA's.
That position has frus
trated activists, who argue
that the WHO's review

President Bush vows to give $15 billion towards
the fight against AIDS
process is sufficiently rig
orous to pass muster, and
that setting up a parallel
process not only under
mines the U.N. body's
credibility, but also would
create additional delays in
getting life-saving drugs to
hundreds of the roughly
8,000 people - including
6,000 Africans - who die of
AIDS each day.
Nonetheless, the ad
ministration depicted the
announcement in Geneva
by Health and Human
Services (HHS) Secretary
Tommy Thompson as a
major breakthrough that
would not only expedite
approval but also encour
age competition between
generic manufacturers and
brand-name companies for
the FSC market.
Zeitz agreed that Wash
ington's recognition of FSC
drugs is "good news,” but
he and other activists said
they remain skeptical about
the agenda behind it.

Noting that three big
U.S. pharmaceutical com
panies - Bristol-Myers
Squibb Co., Gilead Sci
ences Inc. and Merck &
Co., Inc. - announced they
are jointly pursuing devel
opment of their own onedose-a-day
anti-AIDS
drug, Zeitz suggested the
administration appears to
be setting a "pathway for
these companies to get fasttrack approval for their
products, so the U.S. gov
ernment will purchase only
U.S.-produced drugs.”
“Right now, these are
five times more expensive,
and we can't assume that
what the FDA will approve
is going to be cheaper than
what is already available
from the generic manufac
turers. At this point, how
ever, it looks very unlike
ly.”
At the same time, add
critics, generic manufactur
ers will have to submit to a
FDA process that does not

yet exist and that will cost
them both time and money.
"By creating a parallel
process, they're making it
much more expensive and
time-consuming,” said Jen
Cohn, a spokesperson for
HealthGAP, another antiAIDS activist group. "By
forcing the generic manu
facturers to go through yet
more hoops, they're ensur
ing that Big Pharma (as the
major drug companies are
often called) will get mar
ket share before generics
can get on the scene.”
Indeed, two other west
ern companies, Britain's
GlaxoSmithKline and Ger
many's Boehringer Ingel
heim Corp., said they are
also considering a co-packaging deal for FSCs.
But U.S. officials in
sisted Monday the adminis
tration does not intend to
stack the deck against
generic manufacturers.
U.S. Global AIDS Co
ordinator Randall Tobias
said the aim of the plan is
"to put effective treatment
into the hands of those who
need it in the hardest-hit
developing nations and to
provide these life-saving
services as widely as possi
ble".
"With FDA review, we
will have a gold-standard
assurance that a combina
tion product will be safe
and effective,” added
Tobias, the former chief
executive of another big
U.S. drug company, Eli
Lilly.
But Zeitz said he had
questions about whether
generics will get a fair
review. Moreover, he said,
the rhetoric about the
FDA's providing a "gold

standard" is particularly
worrisome.
"Setting up the FDA as
a global, supra-national
health authority is a very
dangerous precedent", !he
said. "WHO was asked by
its member states to estab
lish an international stan
dard called the pre-qualfication process so that it
could play the role of hon
est broker for both the
global North and the global
South.”
"Now the U.S. is un
dermining the credibility of
that international pro
gram,” Zeitz added, noting
that the FDA should con
fine itself to regulating
drugs for use in the United
States.
Africa Action's Booker
echoed that view. "Once
again, it's U.S. unilateral
ism at odds with the greater
interests of the global com
munity, in this case costing
lives in Africa and the
Caribbean.”
"Frankly, it's uncon
scionable that a year and a
half after the president's
commitment to lead the
global struggle against
AIDS (by announcing
PEPFAR), the U.S. still
refuses to allow its funds to
be used to purchase the
lowest-cost version of life
saving drugs, which would
enable the treatment of
many more people."
"Given the administra
tion's ill intent, we must
call on Congress to pass
legislation that orders PEPCAR funds to use the most
cost-effective drugs avail
able in the interests of sav
ing both taxpayers' money
and more lives," Booker
added.

OBITUARIES
ST. PETERSBURG
RITES

DUDLEY, MILDRED,
75, died May 6, 2004.
Survivors include her hus
band, Robert Dudley, St.
Petersburg;
one
son,
Charles Drain, Pensacola,
Fla.;
one
daughter,
Charlene
Barnett,
Indianapolis, Ind.; four
adopted children, Jackie
and Sean Staley and Noval
Holliman, all of St.
Petersburg,
and Lora
Johnson, Indianapolis, Ind.;
three grandchildren; three
great grandchildren; and
several other relatives and
friends. Smith Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.
ASHLEY, ALLEN D.,
44, died May 9, 2004.
Survivors include his
mother, Rosa Lee Ashley,
St. Petersburg; two sisters,

Peggy Ashley, Tampa, and
Terry
Thompson,
St.
Petersburg; two brothers,
Bobby and Frankie Ashley,
both of St. Petersburg; and
several nieces, nephews,
otherrelatives and friends.
Smith Funeral Home,. St.
Petersburg.
BUSH, MATTHEW,
JR., 43, died May 5, 2004,
Survivors include his wife,
Vivian
Bush,
St.

X CALVARY
CATHOLIC
1 CEMETERY
Burial Spaces

$890
Pre-Need Interest-free
program
available

Petersburg; one daughter,
Valerie
Bush,
St.
Petersburg; one grand
daughter, Mariah Crosly;
two
stepsons,
Louis
Whitson, Orlando, Fla.,
and Joseph Whitson, St.
Petersburg; one stepdaugh
ter, ^.Barbara
(Brian)

I

L

Herrick, Clearwater; his
mother, Alice Bush, St.
Petersburg; his maternal
grandmother, Leanna Price,
Leesburg, Fla.; seven step
brothers, Ernest, Alfonda,
Randy, Willie, Leon, Nate
and John; three stepsisters,
Gloria, Cynthia and Rita;
several aunts and uncles;
and
several
nieces,
nephews, cousins and
friends. Smith Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.
MANUEL, JAMES,
99, died May 11, 2004.
Survivors include one
brother, Theodis (Jewel)
Emanuel, St. Petersburg;
one sister, Jewel Hannah,
St. Petersburg; and several

An Easy Way to Pay
In Advance For Your Funeral

“Yes, that's right, there
is an easy way to pay
for your funeral and

grandchildren, great grand
children, nieces, nephews,
cousins, other relatives and
friends. Smith Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
; Serve All National Cemeteries
>)
for Veterans
‘Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours'

11801 - U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

7X7-572-4355

1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-894-22661 FAX 821-8728

have peace of mind."

The average funeral costs much less today than most people
think. HoWever, in the future, an average funeral Will cost
more.
If you pay now, your funeral is fully funded and Won't pose a
financial burden to those left behind.
Affordable monthly payments are available to suit your needs
and your budget. You choose the payment plan you Want and
if you relocate - your plan goes With you.
Don't delay...
Call or Write to us today
to leam more about
funeral planning.
McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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ENTERTAINMENT
Williams
from front page
ly that it’s gotten easier,
but it’s become more of a
driven [topic], almost a
provocation. I speak about
it not as much because 1
want to tell people about
me, I speak about it
because I want to raise
awareness and make sure
that we raise enough
money to find a cure."
When asked if he ever
gets (ired of being asked
how he’s feeling, Williams was diagnosed with MS in
confessed to a need for sin 1999. At the time, the
cerity. "It annoys the hell forty-three year old was in
out of me if somebody’s the midst of the eighth sea
asking just because it’s a son of his New York-based
rhetorical question that talk show, and also work
they feel compelled to ing on a cameo role in the
ask," said Williams. "If now syndicated drama,
you’re going to ask me "Touched by an Angel." In
how I’m doing, then you "Climbing Higher," Wil
should be ready for a five liams recalls that, "Every
to ten minute discussion step I took was so painful I
about what’s going on - it had to clasp my hands in
makes me feel better to front of me and squeeze as
release that."
hard as I could to deflect
MS is an incurable au how much my feet hurt." It
toimmune disease, . one was during this time that
whose symptoms differ Williams’ sought out the
from one day to the next help of a neurologist, one
and vary from bladder and who very matter-of-factly,
bowel dysfunction to se he recalls, delivered the
vere fatigue and cognitive news.
problems. When attacking
Although, throughout
the central nervous system, the years, the topic of MS
a fatty protective tissue had come up because of
around the nerve fibers, Williams’ various health
called myelin, is lost, leav issues ranging from sear
ing multiple scars in its ing pain throughout his
absence. According to the limbs to a loss of balance,
National
Multiple doctors always quickly dis
Sclerosis Society, over missed the potential diag
400,000 Americans have nosis, labeling him "too
been diagnosed with the healthy-looking to be
illness. Although doctors sick." Williams, a decorat
don’t know exactly what ed former naval intelli
causes the condition, its gence officer who had
thought that genetics always been athletic and
played a role in the dis energetic, found his condi
ease’s viability. MS is usu tion difficult to accept.
Only six months after
ally diagnosed between the
his diagnosis, knowing that
ages of 20 to 50.
After 20 years of on- tabloid reporters would
again, off-again symptoms soon break the story, Wil
that ranged from blindness liams unwillingly held a
to numbness and agonizing press conference in to pub
pain in his feet, Williams licize his condition. He felt

his job was on the line,
acutely aware of the pres
sures in television to "be
on top of your game" and
not become a financial
commodity for the Para
mount producers and stu
dio network. Williams was
particularly wary of the
fact that African Ameri
cans had a tougher time in
the business. To his sur
prise, the network execu
tives told him that the stu
dio was behind him "100
percent."
Williams, who at the
time was married and rais
ing four children (ages four
to fifteen), went through
bouts of depression, frus
tration, and anger at the
hands of this disease. In his
book, he recalls the seem
ingly endless round of neg
ative thoughts that kept
running through his head,
with his "marriage on the
rocks," and his body feel
ing "either numb or on
fire."
"I was still swallowing
Percocets and Vicodins
trying to lessen the pain I
was in," he writes. "I had
no appetite for food, sex,
or conversation. I didn’t
want to see , my friends of
family. I couldn’t work
out. My staff was in dis
sension. I was hiding my
disease from everyone. I
felt alone, hopeless, and
sorry for myself. I just kept
talking myself into the vor
tex that was sucking me
down further every day."
After two failed sui
cide attempts, Williams
began to change his per
spective. It was the thought
of his children growing up
without a father that
prompted him to fight the
disease; to start thinking of
having MS as "a blessing."
It was another mission to
undertake.
"I’m not sure that I
believe in the whole
thought process that all the

PINELLAS COUNTY CONSORTIUM AND URBAN COUNTY
CONSOLIDATED 2004-2005 ACTION PLAN
Community Development Block Grant, Emergency Shelter Grant, HOME, and American
Dream Downpayment Initiative Programs

The Pinellas County Consortium is in the fifth year of a Five-Year Consolidated Strategic Plan that identifies housing and
community development needs, priorities and strategies. This notice provides a summary of the 2004-2005 projects proposed
to address Strategic Plan needs and strategies and gives locations for reviewing the 2004-2005 Action Plan.
Funding sources of proposed projects are the Pinellas County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and
Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) programs, and the Consortium’s HOME Investment Partnership, including American Dream
Downpayment Initiative (ADDI) Programs. The Pinellas County Consortium consists of the Urban County and the City of
Largo, with Pinellas County serving as administrator of the HOME program. Currently the Urban County includes all of the
Unincorporated areas and twenty cities cooperating in Pinellas County’s CDBG program.
Funds expected to be available are as follows:
$1,845,119 HOME Entitlement
$3,701,000 CDBG Entitlement
$ 600,000 HOME Program Income $ 700,000 CDBG program Income

$139,661 ESG Entitlement
$239,572 ADDI Entitlement

$7,225,352' Total Reserves

Another major funding source is the State Housing Initiative Partnership Program. The $5,239,488 in State funds is included
below to indicate how housing goals will be met.
Funds are proposed to be allocated as follows:
• Dansville Neighborhood Revitalization Area $165,000 Federal Funds
Dansville Neighborhood Development Corporation Operations, Dansville acquisition. • Greater Ridgecrest Revitalization Area (GRA) $337,675 Federal
YMCA of the Suncoast Operations, Paint Program, Clean-up.
• Central Lealman Target Area $456,000 Federal
Family Center NCwsletter/Address Update,Clean-up, Water lines and fire hydrants, Street Lights and Signage.
• Cooperating Cities: Public Facilities and Improvements* $450,000 Federal
Pinellas Park waterlines/improvements, Redington Shores streetscape/improvements, Dunedin Gateway enhancement.
• Other Public Facilities and Improvements $1,036,669 Federal
Family Resources Youth Crisis Shelter Construction, PEMHS Crisis Stabilization Unit Rehabilitation, Homeless Emergency
Project Kitchen and Dining. Facility Construction, Van Gogh’s Pallette Vincent House Acquisition, Watson Center for the
Blind and Visually Impaired Facility Rehabilitation, Religious Community Services Food Pantry Renovation, High Point
Community Pride Neighborhood Family Center Design, Ozona Village Improvement Society Village Hall Restoration.
• Public Services $68,691 Federal
.
Pinellas Opportunity Council Chore Services, Tarpon Springs Housing Authonty/Police Department Cops and Kids
Program.
• Demolition* $100,000 Federal
Clearance and demolition, deteriorated structures and vacant land.
• Housing Preservation $1,449,494 Federal. $3,171,554 State
'
..
Rental Housing Development, Homeowner Housing Rehabilitation, Purchase/Rehabilitation, Largo Single Family
Rehabilitation, In-house Preservation, Rental Property Improvement, Independent Living Program, Housing Authority
of Tarpon Springs Facade and Lahdscaping.
• Housing Production $647,800 State
..
.
Purchase of land in GRA and Central Lealman, Acquisition m Union Academy Neighborhood.
• Housing Opportunities $1,886,461 Federal. $785,235 State
Down Payment Assistance, including Largo, RemodelerZModel Home Program.
’ Commun^'seivice Foundation1 Central Housing Assistance Services, Counseling Pool, Tampa Bay CDC Home Buyers
Club and Foreclosure Prevention Program.
• Emergency Shelter Grant $132,678 Federal
. _ . . .
Activities to be selected in August, 2004 through the Social Action Fundmg/Homeless Initiative process.
Administration $1,142,684 Federal. $453,949 State
Total: $7,225352 Federal. $5,239,488'State •
‘Denotes an activity qualified as eliminating blight; others benefit low and moderate income households.

Alternates: If additional funding becomes available, the following projects are proposed:

City of Oldsmar State Street Streetscape and Sidewalk Improvements.
City of Tarpon Springs Lemon Street Improvements.
Approximately 75% of Pinellas County CDBG funds is allocated to activities which principally benefit low and moderate
income households; the remainder will fund activities eliminating slum and blight. The City of Laigo advertised their CDBG
funding and proposed projects separately.
anticipated However, the Residential Antidisplacement and Relocation Assistance Plan required under
No displacement is
is available for viewing at the Pinellas County Community Development Department at the address listed
the CDBG program
below.
Availability ior
AvaiiaDiuiy
for Viewing
viewing
A draft of the Pinellas County Consortium 2004-2005 Action Plan is available for viewing at the following locations May 20

M fone °9 2004 Public comments on the Action Plan are invited during this period and should be sent to the Pinellas
County Community Development Department at the address below.
D. ,, „____ r^ramnnitv Development Department, 600 Cleveland Street, Suite 800, Clearwater, FL 33755
’ N S&S"tfon
Palm Harbor, FL 34684
’ So°ufoeasTcounty Snnectfon Center at the Economic Development Department, Airport Business Center 14010 Roosevelt
• Soufhvrert SmntyConnXtionCenter^at the Pinellas County Utilities Department, Seminole Customer Service Center, 8202
113th Street Seminole, FL 33772

cards are already written
for you," said Williams
during his interview. "I just
feel like the reality is reali
ty, so deal with it..."
The average life ex
pectancy for an AfricanAmerican male is 67; most
MS patients have a life ex
pectancy diminished from
5 to 12 percent, he explains
in his book. The combina
tion of those factors limits
Williams life expectancy
to as low as 59 years.
Currently, Williams,
47, uses an injectable drug
to combat MS, as well as a
shot of human growth hor
mone (HGH), whose bene
fits have been shown to
help maintain bone and
muscle density. He also
takes forty pills a day, a
mix of vitamins, minerals
and herbs to alleviate the
symptoms from his disease
and the depression.
Williams also touts the
use of medical marijuana
to battle the toll that MS
can take on the body, hav
ing recently lobbied to
have a law passed in the
New York that would make
the drug legal to obtain. He
has admitted to smoking
the drug nightly to allevi
ate the pain in his legs and
feet; he makes it clear that
it is for medical reasons
only that he supports the
use of marijuana’s legal
ization. "The bottom line is
that [marijuana] is a drug.
And just like we utilize the
bark of the Willow tree to
make aspirin, or we utilize
the bark of a tree in the
rainforest to make tamox
ifen to save women’s lives
from breast cancer, science
should research this medi
cine and utilize it the same
way."
In battling the disease,
the Montel Williams MS
Foundation has also been
set up. Every single cent of
public donations to the
Foundation goes back out
to approved research cen
ters, says Williams. In De
cember 2003, the Founda
tion was able to grant
$475,000 to various re
search centers, across the
world, including the Karolinska Institute in Sweden
and the California-based
Nancy Davis Center With
out Walls. With continuous
fundraising efforts lined
up, such as a nationwide
bowling weekend in July,
the foundation has raised
over $600,000 to date, says
Williams. As well, a por
tion of sales from "Climb
ing Higher" will be donat
ed to the Foundation for
research. For more infor
mation about the organiza
tion, you can go to
www.montelms.org.
"People ask me all the
time, ‘How do you deal
with it?’ For Williams, his
options are clear. "What is
my choice?" he stresses.
"If somebody was to say,
‘Well your choice would
be to lay around and
whine, and cry and moan
and groan,’ well, why am I
here?"
" After four and a-half
years, I’ve come to under
stand that no matter what I
do, I have MS," concludes
Williams. "What I do with
MS is completely up to
me. I have to live my life to
the fullest - I’m not taking
challenges and risks. I’m
just living it out; I’m doing
what I’ ve always done, and
I’m going to do it big
time."

Manhattan Casino that we
have is the Hampton House
of Jazz, Central Avenue in
St. Petersburg. Here’s a
nightspot, that you can be
proud to take family,
friends and out of town
guests to, and enjoy a night
of Jazz. A big bonus is the
inexpensive prices for deli
cious Southern cooked
meals you can enjoy there
while listening to some
great Jazz. However, un
less the Hampton House of
Jazz was extremely popular Jazz and other clubs in
in the Black communities. town trying to carry Jazz
At about age 15 years or 16 are supported by the com
years, I was visiting the munity, we might have to
local clubs in Newark, kiss nightclub Jazz good
New Jersey listening to the bye.
The neglect of Jazz is
musicians on the chitlin’
quite
evident here in our
circuit. Musicians such as
community
of St. Peters
Little Jimmy Scott, Jimmy
Smith, Brother Jack Mc burg. Because of its lack of
Duff, Ira Sullivan, Babs support, the community is
Gonzales, Hank Mobley, allowing Jazz to be taken
Doug Watkins, Donald over by other communities.
Byrd, Bob Darden, the Take for instance, in Sar
Phipps Brothers Bill and asota there’s the Sarasota
Nat, the Shorter brothers Jazz Festival, including
Wayne and Alan, Sarah local Jazz concerts on a
Vaughan, Billie Holiday, monthly basis. There are
Ella Fitzgerald and many, also Jazz jams, Jazz boat
many more.
From the cruises, Jazz In The Park,
1920’s through the l960’s, and more. Then there’s
Jazz enjoyed the popularity Clearwater with its annual
it rightly deserves. Pray Jazz Festivals in October
tell, what in the world has and in May. We mustn’t
forget the City of Jack
happened?
As I understand from sonville ' who hosts the
speaking with several local Jacksonville Jazz Festival.
jazz musicians, there was a Finally, the Friends of Jazz
time when Jazz flourished in Hollywood, Florida
here in the City of St. Pet sponsor an annual Jazz
ersburg. A lot of heavy hit Festival in November.
ters passed through and There are many other cities
often times, they would in the State of Florida
pick up a rhythm section offering far more support
out of the local musicians. for its Jazz events, then we
Although, it was not all provide here in St. Peters
Jazz that was played there, burg.
Sure, you’re probably
but the Manhattan Casino,
thinking
How about The Al
St. Petersburg, South used
to swing. However, as you Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
all know, it’s been long Association, Inc.? They
gone and there’s been real along with the City of St.
Petersburg sponsor Jazz
ly no replacement.
The closest thing to the concerts in the park and in

Is Jazz Alive Or Is
Jazz Dead?
If I didn’t know better,
I’d say that JAZZ IS
DEAD! Also, I would wa
ger that someone visiting
St. Petersburg for the very
first time, would also ex
claim JAZZ IS DEAD! At
least, it’s dead here in St.
Petersburg.
Thus, dear
readers, and especially you
so-called Jazz enthusiasts, I
ask you the question. In
your own hometown of St.
Petersburg, Is Jazz Alive or
Is Jazz Dead?
Oh, oh, I can hear a
loud refrain coming from
the rear of the auditorium,
JAZZ IS ALIVE! Yea, I’m
back there, along with a lot
of you Jazz fans (?) in the
community. We’re in the
rear doing the best we can
to save a treasured art form,
which is an important part
of our Black heritage.
Please, don’t misunder
stand what I’m saying in
this column. I’m wise
enough to know, that JAZZ
is no - longer a Black
thing, just as the game of
golf and tennis is no longer a White thing. But,
those of us who are truly
aficionados of Jazz (Black
or White) will acknowl
edge that the roots of jazz
and the blues (the downhome blues) came out of
the cotton fields in the
Deep South.
Some time ago, when I
was a very young man,

the libraries, and other ven
ues. This is so true, but
how many of you support
this local Jazz association?
I can say from my personal
observation, not very
many. As a challenge to all
of you, especially those
who at social gatherings
comment about your love
of Jazz, now’s the time to
step up and be counted.
If Jazz is going to sur
vive, we need YOUR sup
port. If you are truly a
lover of Jazz music, then
it’s time for you to cease
"talking the talk, and start
walking the walk." Give
Jazz the same type of sup
port as the youth of today
are giving to hip-hop and
rock.
You can start giving
your support to Jazz by
attending the annual mem
bership meeting (open to
the general public) of the
Al Downing Tampa Bay
Jazz Association, Inc. at 7
p.m. on May 22.
There
will also be a free Jazz con
cert featuring the Al Down
ing Original All-Stars.
Both the meeting and the
Concert will be held at the
Music Center on the St.
Petersburg campus at St.
Petersburg College. En
trance to the campus and
general parking area is best
at the 66th St. N. entrance.
For additional information
call (727) 866-0085. The
Al Downing Tampa Bay
Jazz Assoc, Inc. encour
ages the general public to
attend the membership
meeting and the free jazz
concert. "Let’s Keep Jazz
Alive."
Jazz fans - do you have
any feedback? I would like to
hear from YOU! Mail your
letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm, c/o The Weekly Chal
lenger, 2500 ML King St. S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Lake Maggiore Baptist Church
The mission of the
Lake Maggiore Baptist
Church is to be a covenant
fellowship, worshipping
God, equipping the believ
ers, evangelizing the lost,
and ministering effectively.
Matthew 28:18-20
We have a community
food pantry and clothes
closet that is a ministry of
PRAY sponsored by Lake

Maggiore Baptist and
Southside Tabernacle Bap
tist Church.
Upcoming ministries:
• ICE team will meet
weekly. This is a door to
door out reach ministry.
• May 24-28 MondayFriday Vacation Bible
School. The theme is
"Rickshaw Rally Racing to
the Son" at LMBC from 9-

• Local and Long Distance Charters
• Airport Transfers
• Convention and Airport Shuttles
• School Events / Field Trips
• Senior Group Events
• Church Group Events
• Fraternal Events
• Business Trips / Corporate Charters
• Government Functions
• Sporting Events
• Shopping Trips
• Casino Trips
• Family Reunions
• Military Reunions
• Travel Agencies

11:30 a.m., grades 3-6. For
more information contact
Ms. Vanson.
• At night will be the
youth V.B.S. at LMBC;
grade 7-12; from 7- 8:15
p.m.
• 2004 Day of Prayer
and Fasting for World
Evangelization will be held
May 30 - Pentecost the
Lord Day Loving the peo
ple of the Arabian Pe
ninsula. International mis
sion
board,
southern
Baptist convention.
• June 20-23 is adult
Vacation Bible Study at
LMBC in the Fellowship
Hall. Time on June 20 is 68 p.m. From June 21-23 it
will be held from 7-8:15
p.m. The theme is "Rick
shaw Rally Racing to the
Son."
• The Lakewood Ter
race Neighborhood Asso
ciation meets every third
Thursday of the month in
LMBC’s fellowship hall at
7 p.m.
A cooperative southern
Baptist, ' multi-cultural
church where everybody is
welcome!

All church news
articles should
be no more than

CALL FOR RESERVATIO

250 words

1-800-282-8020 OR 727FAX: 727-522-5548

WHEN YOU’RE DOWN TO NOTHINC,
GOD IS UP TO SOMETHINCl

Trinity Presbyterian Church
Jesus said, "He that
believeth on Me, the works
that I do, shall he do also;
and greater." (John 14:12).
Our Annual Women's
Day celebration on May 16
was both a spiritual and
financial success.
Everyone was empow
ered by a dynamic and
challenging message deliv
ered by Gwendolyn Reese,
president and CEO of
Infinite Solutions.
Our theme was "Chris
tian Women Dedicated and
Linked Together in God's
Love and Service."
For her dedicated ser
vice to Trinity and the
Women's
Organization,
Jacqueline W. Williams
was named Woman of the
Year-2004. Also, Navola
McCloud was presented a

plaque for many years of
dedicated service to Trinity
and the Women’s Organi
zation. A standing ovation
was given by the audience
to the musically talented
Alesia Davenport for her
mimic interpretation to the
"Battle is Not Yours It's the
Lord," and the singing
group The Tribe and
Trinity Gospel Choir.
Other program partici
pation were:
• Liturgist Janice B.
Clarke and . Lois H.
Williams-Women's Day
Chairpersons Welcome
• Elder Barbara Jeffer
son, Prayer/Confession.
• Elder Betty L. Miller,
Prayer of the People.
• Sandra Patterson, Old
and New Testament Read

• Elder Cheryl Robin
son and Alma Singletary.
• Introduction of Spea
ker - Jaye Ann Terry,
Words of Appreciation.
• Special RecognitionGladys Cummings, Moder
ator Trinity Women's Or
ganization.
Other events at the
church this week:
• Wednesday - Midday
Bible Study at 11 a.m.,
Elder Martin Rainey, in
structor).
• Prayer Service TBA.
Join/unite with us at
Trinity as we continue to
praise the Lord!

EXERCISE DAILY WALK WITH
THE LORD!
Seeking
Minister of Music/Musician
Seeking experienced Minister of
Music/Musician to play for various choirs of
the church. The ability to play both piano and
organ, teach parts, and direct is required. For
more information, or to apply, please call
Sonja Wilson at Mt. Olive A.M.E. Church at
(813) 251-3649, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. M-F,
or fax your information to (813) 258-3405.

i >1 t<i i ■

Pastor Dr. Henry Jones

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER
4240 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412

GRACE
FELLOWSHIP
CENTRAL

Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.
Ps. 127:1
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Sunday School
9:30 - 10:30
Morning Worship 10:30
Evening Worship 6:30
Wed. - Pray 7:00
Bible Study 7:30

s
H
I
P

..

Phone
(813) 328-9412

NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890

350137th. SL So. • St Pete, FL 33711
Church: 867-4144

Pastor: Elder Franklin Evans
Co-Pastor: Sis. Rebecca L. Evans
Sunday School
' 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:15 a.m.
Bible Study (Monday)
7:00 p.m.
Youth Bible Study (Tuesday) 6:30 p.m.
Prayer (Wednesday)
6:30 p.m.
Prayer (Ides. & Thurs.) 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
Prayer (Sat.)
6:00 a.m.
“All Are Welcome” • “Bring A Friend”

Moore’s Chapel
AME Church
Rev. James T. Blount - Pastor
Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) '- 9:30a.m.
Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
3037 - Fairfield Avenue south
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 321-3545
“Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2120 - 19th Street South, St, Petersburg, FL 33712

PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ

Ordained (Missionary

419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838

fofmnie (Mae (Howard

The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family Worship
7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

Sunday Services:
Church SchooL...............................9am
Praise & Worship Service....10:30am

Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service................ ..........6:30pm
34

Bible Study ....................................7pm

Woman (After
(fod's

Own Heart...

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

Queen Street
Church Of God In
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

(727) 896-5228

Caff: 727 895-5239

Elder A. P. Conage, Pastor
Emmanuel Christian Fellowship Inc.

Summer 2004 only
Registration fee, $50.00 non-refundable, includes 2 tee
shirts w/school logo. Summer session 9 weeks from
Monday, May 24, 2004 thru Friday, July 23, 2004,
Monday thru Friday from 8am to 3 pm.
Ages 5 years old to 12 years old.
We look forward to having you join us at
Faith Christian Academy for a fun filled summer.
SIGN UP TODAY!
Ms. Gayle Ashwood-Sims, Director

m pih uuvj

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE

(727) 823-3611

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11 a.m.

Language arts, creative writ
ing, spelling, penmanship,
reading and phonics.
Introduction to Kiswahili
and sign language
Movies, skating, swimming,
board games,
arts, crafts and more.

The Alumni Singers, Inc. of St. Petersburg Will be presenting its annual
Spring concert on Sunday, May 23, 2004, at 4:00 p.m. at the Lakewood
United Methodist Church, 5995 MLK Street South (St. Petersburg).
The program will feature anthems, gospels and secular selections under
the Baton of Robert Anders, Director and With accompaniment by
Dorothy Jenkins.
The group was organized tWenty-three years ago in order to share with
the community the beauty and profoundness that is generated through
choral singing.
A freewill offering will be requested; contributions are tax deductible.
For more info, please call (727) 323-7004.

Greater Light AME Zion Church

Tuesday............................................... Bible Study 7 p.m.
Friday..................................Evangelistic Service 7 p.m.

St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
(727) 327-3525 or (727) 599-1787
A well-rounded program of
SUMMER FUN!!!

ings.

ri {
1400 9th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

rtiosfian Acadeny Pine/fo
& * 4200 - 5th Avenue South

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Tuesday Bible Study
7:30 P.M. - Thursday Pastoral
Teaching

Spirituaffu Connected

Pastor

Cafffor (Prayers &
‘Testimonies

New
Covenant
Baptist

Church
3850 Pompano Drive SE,
Coquina Key
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Join us as we Gft up the name ofJesus

Good Saiparitaij
Baptist Church
1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Ph: (727)8.21-3265

Ph: 865-9636

Pastor,
Joseph Bobby Reid
Prayer/Praise Service

7:30 p.m. Wednesday
Bible Study

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

Rev. Carlos Senior

8:00 p.m. Wednesday
Sunday School

9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship

T’he congregation would (ike to invite you and your
family to worshij} with us. Come as you arel
Sunday Service ......................................8:45 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study ................... 7:00 P.M.
“Tlje Chureh of Love, Heallpg apd fiestoratiop”

10:00 a.m.

GREATER MT. ZlON

African MeThodist
EpisCopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School ........................... 9:30 a.m,
Morning Worship ........................... lla.m.
Baptist Training Union ............. .5 p.m.
Evening Worship....................................6:30p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Thursday ...........................
7 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

"One weeffrom cfiurcfi maizes one wcaf^”

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues
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All Nations Church of
God by Faith

Moore’s Chapel African Methodist
Episcopal Church------------------------

Blessings in the name
of the Father, Son and the
Holy Spirit.
Truly, Sunday morning
service was a blessing to
each and every one. Devo
tion service was led by
Elder Robertson and Sister
Mincy, singing songs and
praises to our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
Through the praise and
worship service four souls
were saved and reunited
with Christ. The scripture
reading was done by Elder
Bradley, Exodus 20:1-17,
and what a mighty Word
from God.

"O give thanks unto the
Lord for He is good, for
His mercies endureth for
ever. When praises go up,
blessings come down."
Pastor
James
T.
Blount, officers and mem
bers of Moore's Chapel
would like to express our
sincere appreciation to our
many friends, churches and
the community who so gra
ciously support our Inau
gural Golf Tournament and
an Evening with Angela
Bassett on May 14 and
May 15 respectively.
It was a Christian
blessing and success. "To

Pastor Johnnie Lee
Williams came from the
book of Romans 8:24-28.
The topic was "God Will
Turn It Around." If we just
trust and believe in Him,
He will work it out. When
it was all said and done,
everyone was blessed
beyond blessed.
Let’s not forget our
pastor’s anniversary. It is
approaching swiftly. So,
come one, come all and
let’s be blessed by God.
From the desk of
Pastors James and Johnnie
Lee William - we love each
and every one of you.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
I
I
I
I
1
I
I
I
I
I

God we give all the prais
es." We were also blessed
to have had Angela's hus
band, Courtney Vance of
Law and Order CI, her sister-Danette Bassett, and, of
course, her mother, Betty
Bassett (a member of
Moore's Chapel) at the
gala.
The
congregation,
along with the visitors,
were overjoyed to have
them worship with us dur
ing our 7:45 a.m. worship
services on Sunday, May
16. This was a weekend
that will also be remem
bered by Moore's Chapel
as a blessing sent from the
Lord. Thanks again for
your support.
Angela Bassett was an
inspiration to those who

CONCORD MSSIOIMRY BAPTIST CHVRCH |
All Worship Services are held at:
855 13th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phone: (727) 244-0831
or 244-0832
Sunday School

........................

9:30a.m.

Worship Experience .................... 10:50 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday ...................................

7:00p.m.

In All thy Ways Acknowledge Him and He
shall direct thy path. (Proverbs 3:6)

Rev. Willie D. Miller
Pastor

Chrlst Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
327-0997
Rev. P.D.H. Leonard

I
I
I
I
I
I
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Travelers’ Rest Missionary Baptist
Church----------------------------------------

heard her - such elegant
and poetic words, charm,
full of grace and a picture
of a beautiful African
American queen.
You are invited to wor
ship with us. Our doors
swing wide on the hinges
of welcome.
Our worship services
are 7:45 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Church School is at 9:45
a.m. Noonday Prayer is
Wednesdays, and Bible
Study is Wednesday at 7
p.m.
For transportation to
Church School, worship
services or Bible Study,
please call Bridget Keeley
at (727) 321-9273 or Willie
Frank Bryant at (727) 8946067 by 6 p.m. on Sat
urdays.

PRAYER HELPS

"Fear God, and give
glory to Him."
Pastor Browne and the
entire membership extend
warm greetings of wel
come to all who will attend
worship services.
• 8 a.m. Contemporary
Service with Praise Team
providing musical selec
tions. The Word will be
preached
by
Pastor
Browne.
• 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School. Topic: Enduring
with the Saints. Scripture:

Revelation 14:6-13.
Sunday School classes
are available for all ages.
The Youth Department will
be in charge of the program
during our traditional wor
ship at 11 a.m.
Weekly Activities:
• Thurs., May 20: Indepth Study of the
Scriptures and nursing
home visitation, 11 a.m.;
Konsonant Choir rehearsal,
7 p.m.
• Wed., May 26: Dinner 6-7p.m.; Prayer of

SUNDAY
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY
Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.
PRAYER TIMES
Tuesdays, Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight.
RADIO BROADCAST
Sundays 7:45 a.m.
If you would like to come to church and do not have a way, call
327-0997.

Stepping away from
the pop/R&B sound she’s
famous for, a few months
ago she released her praise
and worship follow-up to
“Alone in His Presence,”
“Throne Room.”
The CD features a col
lection of beautiful wor-

The New Latter Day Deliverance Ministries, Inc.

ship songs helping the wor
shiper bask in God’s pres
ence.
But Winans didn’t just
want the listener to b.e cap
tivated by the warm
melodies and spiritual
lyrics. Her ultimate goal is
for the Christian to come
ihto a closer knowledge of
her Lord and Savior.

800 49th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33707

(727) 322-0113 • Alt: (727) 642-9839
Toll Free: (866) 890-1400

What are you doing to help the
EX-OFFENDERS IN YOUR CONGREGATION?

Sunday School:....................................
10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship:.................................... 11:00a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study:..................................... 7:30p.m.
Tiiesday Night Prayer:.............................................. 7:30p.m.
Friday Night Praise Service:.....................
7:30p.m.
“Where Jesus Is Lord”

The Pinellas Ex-offender Re-entry Coalition is
revising its directory and would like to add your
church and the services it provides.
Email your listing to info@exoffender.org or
Fax to (727) 538-0387

This ad sponsored by the Criminal Justice Forum

3300 - 31st Street South

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

820 20th Street South

Friendship

Greater 81. Paul
Missionary Baplisl Church

Missionary Baptist

Sunday School ................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting
Rev. Clyde wiHiams

We

Intercessory, 7-7:30 p.m.;
Bible Study, 7:30-8:30
p.m.
Members interested in
attending the full gospel
meeting in West Palm
Beach June 15-18 should
contact Pastor Browne.
Needing transportation?
Contact the church office at
(727) 822-4869.
Please drive carefully
and watch out for children!
Be blessed in the Lord.

CeCe Winans the “Throne Room” Book Review

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Pastor

(727) 906-8300
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Bethel Afwcan Methodist EpIscopal
Church

The Church Where Everyone Is Welcome

St. Pete, FL

Pastor John A. Evans

welcome you at all times.

Home: 896-8006

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class.................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ................ 10:30 a.m,
Ladies Bible Class Monday ................ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship............................. 5:00p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class.............. 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class......... 7:00 p.m.

Pentecostal feipple Church of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S'., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

Morning Glory

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Sunday School

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Church School

■

9:30 a.m,

Morning Worship

......................... 9:00 A.M.

11:00 a.m,

Community Bible Study

Tuesday

7:30 p.m.

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a.m.

New Member Class................. 9:00 A.M.

4100 Dr. Martin Luther King
Street South
St Petersburg, FL 33705
727-894-5315 • Fax: 727-894-5315
Email:
wwwJakemaggiore c@vahoo.com
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Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor
_ -to,
,
“ “shTna

Morning Worship........... ..
Prayer

I

.iCdirtfjof (Jod’s kingdom’’

.10:30 A.M.

Bible Study . Tuesday 7:00 PM.

Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 RM.

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue Sooth
St. Petersburg, FL

Rev. Godfrey King

Ministry Assistant
Sunday School.................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship......................................................... 11:00a.m.
Sunday Night Disciple Training...............................6:00p.m.
Sunday Night Worship................................................ 7:00p.m.
Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study...................... 7:00 p.m.

A Cooperative Southern Baptist, Multi-Cultural
Church, Everyone Welcome!

Traveler’s Rest

<"

1

phone: 323-7518
Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

Missionary Baptist
Church
2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St.Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021

LjWI

Sunday School - 9:30

If

a.m.

Morning Worship - 11:00

a.m.

Come Worship With
The FirsT Baptist FAMILY

Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer/Praise Service (Weds.)

Bethel Metropolitan

Blessed Hope Bible College

Rev. Donald
F. Browne

"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

Baptist Church

“To Be A Blessing While There Is Still Time”
For A Limeted Time Only!

NO MONEY DOWN!!
Start Your CoUege Education Today • Open Enrollment

3455 26th Avenue South

-^A/^L^^LOKLCC^LJ

St. Petersburg, FL 33711
lephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
F.-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Morning Worship: 8:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Sunday School - 9:30 A.M.
Wednesday: Prayer Meeting/Bible Study/

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311
www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

AWANA - 7:00 P.M

>03

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

"Church of The Open Door -

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Centennial Celebration"

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

"100 Years of God’s Favor"

(2-'(rUSLoh,

2003

(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

Bishop Elliot and
Dr. Rosemary Johnson

816 E. Genesee St.* Tampa, FL 33603

President.Founder/Co-Founder

Toll Free: 1-877-428-6588

813-237-6076

www.blessedhopebiblecollege.org

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues
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Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church-------------------------------Bethel

on Sunday, May 23.
Speaker for the service will

Metropolitan

Baptist Church extends an

Christian witness.
Our doors are open for
both 8 and 11 a.m. services
on Sunday and Sunday
School at 9:30 a.m.. Prayer
Meeting and Bible Study

Bethel

Metropolitan

Darryl

will kick off the revival on
Monday evening with the

Rouson.
Family
and
friends are invited to join

Rev. Joseph Sykes of New
Mt. Olive Baptist Church

the graduates on their spe

bringing the message. The

cial day.
Our Spring Fellowship

Rev. Walter Williams and

be

invitation to join us in
striving to give a positive

Attorney

Revival will be held May
17-19 at 7 p.m. nightly

his congregation will ren
der service on Tuesday, and
the Rev. Don Gaskin and

are on Wednesday at 6:30
and 7 p.m. The Youth
Ushers and Male Ministry

with New Mount Olive

New Philadelphia will con

Baptist Church, the Rev.
Joseph Sykes, pastor; New

clude

Choir

Mount

our

Fellowship

Church, Tampa; the Rev.

Revival.
Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church Summer

Walter Williams, pastor;

Camp begins May 24;

Bethel Metropolitan will

and

Philadelphia

Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to

be honored for their aca
demic accomplishments

Baptist Church, the Rev.
Don Gaskin, pastor. Come

5:30 p.m. Call the church
office for additional infor

and their future aspirations

help us lift His Name and

mation at (727) 327-0554.

during the 11 a.m. service

spread His Word.

will

Sunday.
The

serve

graduates

on
of

Zion

New

Baptist

No Jesus, No Peace.
KNOW JESUS, KNOW

i

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Early Morning

-

Mid-Momirig

-

which

Church School at 9:30 a.m.

power-packed hour. Your

strengthened: me.” (Phil

Come grow and glow as

heart will be encouraged,

lipians 4:13).
The Mt. Zion A.M.E.

we share the Word one

and your spirit revived.

through

Christ

Church family, under the

with another.
At 11 a.m. we’ll partic

Upcoming events:
• June 5th - Youth/

leadership of Pastor Clar

ipate in our contemporary

Church School Work

ence A. Williams, wel
comes your presence this

worship. Join us for a hal

shop - "Learning to Ex

lelujah, good time as we lift

cel," 8:30 a.m. - 12:30

Sunday for worship ser

high the name of Jesus.
The Youth Choir will

p,m.

render
Song
Service
throughout the day. Come

Church School Conven

vices. We are always happy
to receive guests and visi
tors at any of our services.
The teachings of the

prepared to give God all

• June 13th-17th
tion.
Looking for a church

Word, songs of praise and
worship and the inspiring

glory and praise!
Other ministries in

home? We extend an invi

messages will help you

clude:
• Monday

as a church share the love

tation to you to join us. We

B.ible

of God. We’d love to have

Study, 6 p.m.
• Wednesday - Early

you!
Thought for the week:

Morning Prayer 6:30 a.m.;

"When human resources

to leam more of God’s

Vintage Bible Study, 11

have been exhausted, God

Word and strive to be more

a.m.; Men’s Bible Study, 6

Christ-like. Our early
morning services begin at

p.m.; Hour of Power, 7
p.m. If you’re in need of a

has only begun to work."
Be blessed, and have a

along this spiritual journey
as your faith and under
standing increase.
Join us as we endeavor

-

8:00 am
9:45 am

lt •
Water of Life Christian Church
527 49th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33707
P.O. Box 103, St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Eider: Tony Smith

•

Sunday Mornlng Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Moming 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Stuy 7:00 p.m.

(727) 322-2773

■

Thursday Upper Room Prayer: 6:30pm
Triumphant Thursday Bible Study: 7:15pm
Sunday School: 9:00am
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00am

Pastor Jerome and
Keisha Jordan

“Let the one that is thirsty come”

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

11:00 am

(Revelation 22:17)

email: wateroflifechristianchnreh@yahoo.com

Genesis Worslrip Center CZTiurcTi

7:00 pm

Jesus Saves

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community

“The Lord is great and is
to be highly praised; His
greatness is beyond
understanding.”
- Psalms 145:3

Jesus-filled week!

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

The presence of many feet and gave new socks
families on Saturday at the with each pair of shoes.
church/school
complex Their love and patience for
made the “Footprint” min this special ministry was
istry a blessed event. Some easily discernible. Plans
328 children and youth re are being made by “Foot
ceived new shoes and snea print” ministry to have
kers for the approaching them return in the Fall.
Ascension and Pente
summer months.
Christian commenda cost is proclamation focus
tions are conveyed to Joyce for Sunday at New Phila
Robinson, chairminister of delphia. Pastor and church
children, youth, and young family will celebrate im
adults ministry at New portance of these events to
church’s liturgical year.
Philadelphia.
Christian gratitude is Members are urged to be
also offered to staff of shoe present for early morning
organization from Orlando Wisdom School and midwho measured children’s morning worship service.

900 - 16th Avenue South • St Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 89-2119

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Church School

mid-week lift, join us for a

IIIH ; 1111M DI

_ . __ . __ ■ __ . — ■ — ■ — ■ — ■ — ■ — ■ — ■ —|
Saint John erlmhive Baptist Church

Scheduled Services:

7:30 a.m. followed by

"/ can do all things

Footprint Ministry at
Academy and Church

1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713
(727) 898-5571 • Fax: (727) 898-5581 • gwcc<g>email.com

(Acts 1:4-8)

Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance

10th Street Church Qf God

‘ The Church Where The Anointing Makes
The Difference”

207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday Morning Worship
10 a.m.
Church School & Prayer
9 a.m.
Weekly Bible Study Tuesdays 7 p.m.
Ministerial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.

(727) 898-9407
i Cultural Arts Programs After School
Mon., \Ved., Friday - 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Free Registration
For more information, contact
Deborah R. Green, Executive Director,
at: (727) 821-9472

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.

2611 5th. Ave. • St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Church Phone: (727) 323-3210
Pastor’s Office: (727) 895-9591

Rev. Constance I). Samuels - Pastor

Bus ministry provided for all services • Your presence is welcomed

• l0:00am
• 11:30am
• 7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

Real Love, Real People...
A Church That JVLakes A Difference!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor
Sunday Morning Prayer .................................... ............................. ..
.8:30 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................................ ■........ .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship............................................................................. • .11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study ...................... .........................................7:15 p.m.

The church where what God’s word teaches is practiced!

Unity Temple Of Truth
Church

Sunday School............................................................................ ..9:30 a.m.

11 Prescott Street South

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Morning Worship.................... ....................................................10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.............................................,............ 4:30 p.m.

Simday Morning Study............10:00 AM
Morning worship...........------....11:00 AM

Communion................................. ...................... 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays....................................................................................... 7:30 p.m.

Rev. Emily Gillespie, Guest Minister

’A New Beginning ln Christ"

(The Church Of The Daily Word)

All Worship Services are held at:
Covenant Presbyterian Church
4201 Sixth Street South ♦ St. Petersburg, Florida
Moiling Address: P.O. B<« 14542 • SL Petersburg, Ft 33733-4542
Phone: 727.895.7700

All Nations Church ol
God By Faith
3000 - 4th Avenue S. • St.

Scheduled Services - Sunday

Petersburg, FL
327-5926 • 327-2656

Church Education Assembly (Church School)8:45 a.m.
Prayer Time - 9:30 a.m.
Praise & Woriiip - 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service ~^10:00 a.m.
Communion - Every First Sunday Bible StudyTuesday at 7:00 p.m.

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship............................ ,............................7:00 a.m.

Sunday School............................................ 9:30a.m.
Morning Worship.................................. 11 a.m.
Night Worship........................................ 7 p.m,
Tuesday Bible Class...............................8 p.m.
Friday Tarry Service.............. .............. 8 p.m.
Saturday Sabbath School.................... 11 a.m.

Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Rev. Peggy M. Peterman
Assistant Pastor

<9* (ffaudt tdc dediet 75.0C&, t dtand - a# otken. ytatttui iA dutfasty deuat....

^h^la^lph^a ^wraramitg Clfurch

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
Finance Ministry...................................................................................................... James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry....................................................................................Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry............................................................................................................Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

505 - 35th Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship...................................................7:45a.m.
Sunday School ............................................9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship ...............................10:50 a.m.
Baptist'Training Union........... ....................5:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Worship........... Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Comejoin us at the Church where everyone is ‘Welcome!

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

St. John Missionary Baptist Cfiurcfi
1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Parsonage: 446-6056

2051 - 9th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Clifford F. Cannedy, Sr., Pastor
(813) 822-2455

SHS55

You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the
Gospel and a Christian community for everyone.

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church

PEACEFUL ZION M.B. CHURCH

2830 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712
<727) 327-8560 or (727) 322-0810

11:00 AM ......... ............... ........... Worship
12:30 PM After Service FeUowship
Wednesday - 6:30 PM Prayer and Bible Study

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Johnnie Lee Williams, Pastor

Trinity Presbyterian Church, USA
9:00 AM
......................Prayer Time
9:30 AM .......................Sunday School

Rev. G. M. Curry

Church School...... ...9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.. ,11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Youth

B.T.U......................... ...5:00 p.m.
Evening Worship.. .. 6:00 p.m.

Thursday Prayer & Church

Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor

Sunday Services

Sunday Service............................................................................................................8:00a.m.
Sunday School ...............................................................
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship......................................................................
............ 11:00 a.m.
Baptist Training Union............................................................................................ 5:00p.m.

Rehearsal..................5:30 p.m<

Weekly Services
Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

SchooI Study............ 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday Evening

1st & 2nd Saturdays SR.

Bible Class............. ..7:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal....11:00 a.m.

Prayer Tower Church OS God In Christ
1135 37th Street South, St. Pete, FL
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor

The church where everybody is somebody and Christ is aff.

Stewart-Isom Memorial Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S„ St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Morning Service 11:30 a.m.
YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday
Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Night Services 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting, Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Bible Band, Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling ofGod in Christ Jesus”
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
536-1/2 - 4th Ave. So.
1 or 2 BR Gar. Apt.
$465.00 Lease.
Shirley M, Inc., Realtor
(727) 521-3004.

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency
Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life«Health«Dental*Vision
Disability«Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

ACTIVISTS

"W/ien You Need Quality
Craftsmanship "

AU Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work
(727) 492-8195
Bonded & Insured
Lie.# ER13012312

Florida Consumer Action NetWork, a non
partisan grassroots consumer rights organi
zation, is hiring Voter Registration
Canvassers. Get out in your community
and motivate people to vote. Full and parttime paid positions available. $300/Week.
Call

813-877-6671

Ml
VOUR
MATCH
1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157
$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

^If You are 62 Years or Older or a Person

I

with Physical Limitation with a Limited
Income ...

. You may Qualify for a rent

I

Subsidized Apartment
At

MLF TOWERS

I

I

540 Second Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
Call us at (727) 823-1575

OPPORTUNITY

FURNITURE
WRXB RADIO STATION IS
SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF
2 YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE.
COMMISSIONED. MUST POSSESS
GOOD COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND BE PERSONABLE.
COMMISSION ONLY. PLEASE
FAX RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

PICK OF THE
WEEK!
13-20-35

BED: A brand new queen
double sided pillow top set
in plastic. Sacrifice $177.
Can deliver. 727-586-3555
SOFA
(1)
$492,
LOVESEAT $403, and
CHAIR $373. Set $1194.
Imported Leather matching
set, new in boxes. Must
SeU. Can deliver. 727-5846008.
BED: Brand new full dou
ble sided luxury pillow top
set in plastic. Sacrifice
$146. Can deliver. 727585-9766
DINING ROOM 10 pc.
formal cherry table, 6
Chippendale chairs, lighted
hutch, buffet, new in boxes.
List $5k, Sacrifice $1450.
Can deliver. 727-584-6008.
BED: A Cherry Wood
Sleigh Bed w/orthopedic
mattress set. Brand new in
boxes. $339. Must sell. Can
Deliver 727-586-3555.

The Hospice

AD
DEAD
LINE

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications

IS 4 P.M.

(FL License Required)

MON

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E.. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

804 576 943

RNs, LPNs
AHHAJCNAs

DAY
THERE IS A
REASON TO

REQUEST FOR BIDS

CA$H 3

293

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

A Unique Profession!!

36-47-50

746 920 108

OF THE FLORIDA SI NCOAST

Flatiron/Tidewater Skanska
(A Joint Venture of Flatiron Constructors, Inc. and Tidewater
Skanska) is requesting subcontractor and material quotes for
the following project:
SR 60 MEMORIAL HIGHWAY
Hillsborough County, Florida
Florida Dept. of Transportation
Project No. T7047
Letting I.D. No.: CT040526

1-5 8-3 6-4
7-2 5-8 3-6

READ THE

WEEKLY
CHAL
LENGER

LEGAL NOTICE

FAMILY STRESS

Sealed bids will be received by the
City of Tampa no later than 1:30 p.m.
on the indicated Bid Date(s) for the
following Project(s):
PROJECT:
PW6735; Jackson
Heights Park Lighting Improvements
BID DATE: June 22, 2004 ESTI
MATE:
$230,000 DEPOSIT:
$80 SCOPE: The project provides
for new ballfield lights, electrical
work, softball field demolition, site
grading, sodding, irrigation modifica
tions PRE-BID CONFERENCE:
Tuesday, June 8,2004 CONTACT:
James E. Jackson, Jr. AIA, 813/2748773
Bids will be opened in the 4th Floor
Conference Room, Tampa Municipal
Office Building, 306 E. Jackson
Street, Tampa, Florida 33602. PreBid Conference is held at the same
location. Plans and Specifications for
this work may be examined at the
Department of Public Works, 306 E..
Jackson Street, 4th Floor North,
Tampa, Florida 33602. Copies may
be obtained upon payment of the
refundable deposit indicated for each
set. Deposits are refunded if docu
ments are returned in good condition
within 15 days after bid opening.
Deposits should be in the form of
separate checks for each project.
Copies of Standard Contract Forms
and Provisions (a part of the Contract
Documents, but not reprinted in the
Specifications) are available for
$15.00
each
(non-refundable).
Mailing is available for an additional
charge of $10.00 per set. Check
should be made payable to the City of
Tampa. Subcontracting opportunities
may exist for City certified
Women/Minority Business Enter
prises (W/MBE’s). A copy of the
current W/MBE directory may be
obtained at www.Tampagov.net.
Phone (813) 274-8721 for assistance.

DBE SUBCONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS ARE
STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE!
This project bids on May 26, 2004 at 10:30 a.m. (EST)
All quotes must be faxed by 10:30 a.m. (EST) May 26,2004
to 303-776-0072

PLEASE EMAIL ALL ADS TO:
smfaith @tampabay.rr.com

Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
■
Project
t=r!
727-893-5438
tdtfM

■•■“'■'J

HOTLINE
NUMBERS
The Runaway Hotline:
800-RUNAWAY
(786-2929)
Family Resources
Counseling:
(727)384-8336
or (727) 449-8336

Bid Documents may be obtained from the FDOT at
605 Suwannee Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450
Phone No. (850) 414-4747

Your
ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) Things may not be as harmonious as
you would like with colleagues or employers this week. Take
time to visit someone who has been confined due to illness.
You're likely to encounter new partners if you take short trips. Do
not let others exhaust you financially.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) You will be able to find the perfect
outfit and the greatest new accessory for your house.
Inharmonious situations at home may be extremely upsetting for
you this week. You have done all you can to sort things out a per
sonal level. You are best not to confide in anyone right now.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) You may want to get involved in
financial investments presented to you. Consider starting a small
business on the side. Look for a marketable gimmick. Travel
should be on your mind. Compromise may be necessary.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Double check your work and be
sure that your boss is in a good mood before you do your pres
entation. Try to join groups of interest such as ballroom dance
classes or perhaps an internet organization. Consider the source
before you believe what you hear. Use your charm, but don't be
phony.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) You have worked hard and the payback
is now. You can get ready to celebrate your new direction. Those
you work with may have little consideration for the underdog.
You need to concentrate on solving existing problems.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Use your creative talent in order to
accomplish your goals. Your high energy and discipline will
enable you to complete any seemingly insurmountable tasks. Try
to compromise rather than having an all out battle. You may find
yourself interested in more than one person.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) Find out what they’re up to, and see
if you can pick up where you left off. Keep an open mind when
dealing with youngsters. Refrain from arguing with your mate.
Positive changes regarding your personal status are evident.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Problems with your partner could
be reaching a high level of concern. Someone you care about
may let you down or criticize your methods. You must take care
of health problems that have been lingering. You could have a
change, of heart if an old flame waltzes back into your life.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Alienation may be the result
of a misunderstanding. You can expect opposition from family as
well as colleagues. Social activity should be on your agenda.
Don't take your frustrations out on loved ones.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22,-Jan. 20) Curb the impulse to make lav
ish purchases and maybe spend some time with good friends. Be
sure to get involved in self improvement programs that wiU bnng
you in contact with interesting people. Your romantic inclination
should lead to a committed relationship. There could be disap
pointment regarding investments.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Someone you live with may
cause drastic alterations in your usual routine. You should take
good care of your health; get lots of rest. Look before you leap.
Debates will stifle passion and result in estrangement.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) This may not be your day if you are
overly melodramatic and unnerving everyone around you. Take
time to look at any outdated papers or possible investments You
must make them stand on their own two feet regardless of how
much you want to make things better for them. Don t overspend
to impress others.

Flatiron/Tidewater Skanska (a Joint Venture)
10090 1-25 Frontage Road, Longmont, CO 80504
(303) 485-4050

HAVEA
GREATDAY!

The Weekly Challettger
2500 Dr. M.L. King Street,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

YOUR
AD

SUBSCRIPTION:
$30 Annually by Mail

COULD
BE
HERE
WORK
Name

ING FOR
YOU!!!

WASHINGTON D.C.
Address

BOIUmiEDREAM.ORG
State

City

Zip Code

Phone

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

Is this a reneWal?

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A SuccessfulNewspaper Salesperson for

The Weekly Challettger

Give Us a

Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

Make checks payable to:

(727) - 822-8996

CALL TODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

®lp Werklij (Clialh'tulrr
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IN THE KNOW
Many American Idol Losers are Winning Big

Riddick Bowe Released From
Prison
The former champ plans to return to the ring
from him.

HAGERSTOWN, Md.

"I wish he wouldn't

(AP) - Former heavy
weight champion Riddick

fight. I don't want to see

Bowe was released from

him

prison Monday after serv

Newman said last week.

ing 18 months for kidnap

The heavyweight divi
sion lacks a big-name

ping his first wife and their

risk

his

health,"’;

children in 1998.
The 36-year-old boxer

champion following the

left a federal prison near

Lennox Lewis. Chris Byrd,

Cumberland,
prison
spokesman Stephen Finger

John Ruiz, Vitali Klitschko

February

said.
His formal release date

Riddick Bowe became
heavyweight champion
in 1992

is June 8, but federal
inmates with good conduct

1996, when he took two

credits can be freed early to

beatings

serve the rest of their sen

Golota.

retirement

of

and Lamon Brewster all
hold portions of the heavy
weight title, though there is
no dominant fighter in the

from

Andrew

division.
In April, a judge dis
missed a lawsuit filed

"I'm going to shock the

against Bowe and Newman

world again," Bowe told

by a Sports Illustrated pho

The Associated Press in

tographer who says he was

ment on Bowe's where

February.

didn't

hurt eight years ago during

abouts or the terms of his

believe me the first time,

a riot after one of the

release.
Bowe, of Fort Wash

and they don't believe me
this time."

boxer's bouts at Madison

ington, had a 40-1 lifetime

Bowe's attorney, Ste

Square Garden.
Bowe was sentenced to

record. He was the undis
puted heavyweight cham

phen Silverman, wasn't

a medium-security prison

immediately available, his

in January 2003 for abduct

pion after beating Evander

office said. Silverman said

ing his estranged wife,

Holyfield in 1992 but lost

last month Bowe could not

Judy, and their five chil

the crown to Holyfield the

comment on a possible

dren from her home near

next year.
He has said he planned

comeback

Charlotte, North Carolina.

unspecified issues were

In June, Riddick was

to return to the ring after
his release despite evidence

resolved.
Bowe recently dropped

in Maryland after his wife,

his former attorneys pre

a lawsuit against former

Terri,

sented in court that he suf
fered brain damage from
fighting. He last fought in

manager Rock Newman

alleged victims failed to

and apologized for claim
ing Newman stole money

appear in court.

tences at halfway houses or
on home confinement.
Finger could not com

"They

until

some

acquitted of assault charges
and

three

other

Former American Idol contestants Kimberley Locke and Frenchie Davis are reaching new heights of
fame
feel an investment in nationally televised NBA have been a part of the
by Kara F. Daniels
'American Idol.' Now, I game. On May 15 he show," she said.
The Associated Press
RJ Helton, the top-five
NEW YORK (AP) - kind of take it as a matter of shared the same stage as
Acidic
tongue-lashings course that this is an event Jessica Simpson, Lenny finalist from season one,
Kravitz, OutKast and Janet released his debut album,
from “American Idol" that sells music."
Christian-oriented
And jump-starts ca Jackson at the Wango the
judge Simon Cowell could
“Real
Life,"
on B Rite/
Tango
Music
Festival
at
the
deflate anyone's musical reers:
William Hung, the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, Zomba last month. The
aspirations, but many
Latin crooner is managed
“Idol" losers are finding laughingstock of the third Calif.
Beyonce's
father,
Although Hung's popu by
that second-chance success season, already has an
isn't a bad consolation album out. The 31-year-old larity is based on his awful Matthew Knowles.
“Just because we didn't
engineering student per ness, “you can't blame a
prize.
As the third season of forms comical covers of person for taking an oppor win the show doesn't mean
Fox's hugely successful popular tunes by R. Kelly, tunity," said season two that we didn't think we
reality contest gears up for Elton John, The Beach finalist Kimberley Locke. were going to continue, by
any means," Helton said.
the May 26 finale, numer Boys, Enrique Iglesias and, “That's why we all do it."
Former child star
Locke just released her
ous former contestants - of course, the Ricky Martin
Marque
Lynche, who got
debut
album,
“One
Love,"
some dishonorably dis numbers that made him
on Curb Records, home of the boot on February 1Q,
charged - are signing major infamous.
In its first week, the country superstars Tim recently joined the offrecord deals, appearing on
television and singing on CD cracked Billboard's McGraw, Wynonna Judd Broadway musical “Fame
on 42nd Street," based on
Top 40, selling more than and LeAnn Rimes.
Broadway.
She admits that “Idol" the popular l980s film and
The show “has gotten 38,000 copies. The selfthe public captivated," said proclaimed “Real Ameri has accelerated her career. television show.
Other contestants tak
Geoff Mayfield, director of can Idol" has appeared on “For the rest of my life I'll
charts for the Billboard everything from “The To have to talk about 'Ameri ing on theatrical gigs
music-industry magazine. day Show" to “The Tonight can Idol,' which is a good include Vanessa Olivarez
“I think that the viewers Show," and even sang at a thing because I'm proud to from season one, currently

playing the lead in the
Toronto version of the hit
Broadway musical “Hair
spray."
And
then
there's
Frenchie Davis - clearly
Ruben and Clay's biggest
competition from season
two. The voluptuous vocal
powerhouse, bounced after
her pictures surfaced on an
adult web site, is on board
for another run in the
Pulitzer
Prize-winning
Broadway musical “Rent"
this summer. She recently
performed a leading role in
the touring company of the
legendary musical “Dreamgirls," and she's negotiating
a record deal.
Despite all the hype,
“Idol" does have plenty of
detractors who decry the
way it chums out ready
made pop confections.
“I think that it's an
interesting little way of cre
ating, I don't want to say
stars, but creating people
who can be within the
record business at this time
when nobody is buying
records," laments Rolling
Stone critic and contribut
ing editor Toure. “But this
is not the way of creating
lasting stars."
But it's a foot in the
door, which is all today's
hopefuls are asking for.
“We were all after one
common goal and that was
to do what we loved to do,'
Helton said. “'American
Idol' helped us out and
gave us the extra boost."

GIVE YOUR GRILL
SOME FLAVOR.
Hearing the sizzle of a juicy, flavorful steak
cut from Publix Premium Certified Beef is
what grilling is all about. Consistently tendei;
every carefully selected USDA Choice cut
will have you drooling before it hits your
plate. And to bring more flavor to your table,
pick up a Publix Aprons Simple Meals recipe
in the Meat Department.

Hr

.it*

visit

at www.publix.com

Publix

